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FOREWORD 





This is the 3rd edition of a directory titled "Authorities and Other Organizations Involved 
with Geographic Names: United States, Canada, Mexico;" previously published as U.S. 
Geological Survey Open-File Reports 83-881 (1984) and 85-305 (1985). The directory (red 
book) has become a popular reference for persons working in both applied and academic 


toponymy. 


In today’s modern world, standard geographic name usage is important, if not imperative, 
for effective communication, safety, and commerce. The process of standardization, however, 
cannot be carried out unilaterally or arbitrarily because the subject touches the daily lives of 
all citizens. The use of geographic names is interwoven into the fabric of society--language, 
tradition, and long-standing records. Establishing uniform name usage is a process that re- 
quires sensitivity to public interests, accomplished by close communication and cooperation 
between various levels of government and the citizens they represent. The purpose of this 
directory is to assist in this process by providing a listing of authorities and organizations in 
the three countries in North America concerned with geographic names, along with concise, 
pertinent information about each. 


PB (Thal 


Rupert B. Southard 
Chairman, U.S. Boezd 


on Geographic Names 


iii 














CONTENTS 





Page 

PE « £2 Ce b hb CURD ESOEEDES OSES 0OEES4 O64 O08 UH EH OC iii 
DE cc CAGED ECERESOOEROHELESESORSOCESHERECEOHSEDOEEOSECOES l 
DD acer nea aeee ees eenenereeseesceerereeeeeeeeeue l 
Organization of Information .......... 0000 cece eee ee eee eee eens 3 
EEE 2 ooo OF EREEE RESCH OSES ROHS RO REKNSE REDRESS ROH EON: 5 
United States Government . 2.1... ee eee eee 7 
U.S. Board on Geographic Names... .........0 00 cece eee ees 7 

The National Geographic Names Data Base ...........0000055 7 

PEE EE ca ccc ces eee ress eeseeeceseseséccesnesese 8 
EE 6 6 6: 6065.96606066000000665660960000066.900865 8 

SER. 606 64604 SEE SEROAOCEDECREROCETHRESECEDEOESDESES 8 
Pe ee ee ee ee 8 
SED 6 06-0 8:66.64.60600%06.0000000600966000468004644 9 
SED. 6.546646 65.00.0096866005 66 056650066 04008068 9 
SEED cc ccedeeecerenneercebeneseeseoeneesese 10 

DEED 2 OR SSEOSS REE CERERO ORES SE EOEOEEES OOH OR OSES 10 

PFT TEEPE PEPOLETEPOLTEECTTerTeTerre 10 

DEED 6 6.60540 5568 66SEC EEE EE EEN REED EUSH CEO CE6EO U4 11 

FTE TTT TTL CTT TPE TUTTI ITrTT ETT Tce 11 

ED 9 ob eb db rob OKO OHE SEES ERESEROSEOOROCREN 1] 

BED 6 66 C6 CO OOOH OHOHREKESOEHO SH CERN EEEEREE OOD O8 11 

ED cee hee es eeereseeeeessceseseseeeessecececene 11 
PPPS TETERERETELELELEETULELELTLEETerreee 1] 
BO ccc reece cc eee eee e eee encereecceesecccone 12 

BE phe c creer eee eee ee eee weer sreeeerceecennesn 12 

i (PPTL EETTELELTUEELELELTTTTereETeree 12 
PEE oc bccceensesesoceseceeseeeeseeeeneeeees 12 
PD ccc eee ee ee eee eeeeeeeeeeeeeseceseeseoese 13 
PPE RTETETELERELETEUELELEET CELE TEETre 13 

Dn 008 840 0.6% 640545058 Oo O0S 40ST SOOO 8 008s 8 13 

NOW FEQIIMGRETS 0. ccc ccc ccc errr cece sceesceseseens 14 

2  __ PPE TEELELELILELEEUTTLETTTETT Tree 14 

PT ED cc cceeccensceeceeeseeernseeeeneeseeesée 14 

MP WE oe ee Owes RES EE KOK OHHESOOHES EGOS SERS 15 

sR TEL TSP TESTE ETC TTT TTT TT TTT ere 15 
SEED occ cee cece ecres eed eeeessseeeeneeeneese 15 

TD ccc ccc ce re eared asec enssecceseseeeeseeses 15 
a.  RRRETTELEEE ETE ETELEPET Terre errr 15 

Rhode Island ........ cece eee eee ee eee eee ee eens 16 

Vv 














CONTENTS (continued) 


Page 

South Carolina... . ee ee ee eee ee eee ees 16 
ME cho Gees wa eeeeeebenedseseentissnseesesecet 16 
ME oboe ee Wh ob 060066606608 6080645006060 0860408 17 
DEE ¢ 06 6606466966506 6 0666666 6066660060 5666604 i7 

. Frere rrrrerreerrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr. 17 

.. PPT Tereererrerrrverrrrrrererrrrrre 18 
CD «oo 6656066666 0600666660058006008665bECS 18 
WHEE por ee ec ereeeceoeseneeeneoneceesoeeeeeen 18 
SD GS ccc cc cccencencesecceeeeseeeceees 19 
Western States Geographic Names Council .............00005. 19 
Western States Geographic Names Conference ..............5. 19 
- SF Parerrr yy ee ee ere eee eee Tere eT TTT eTrrTrrrrrTr 21 
Canadian Government ..........00c cee e eee eee eee weeeeees 23 
Canadian Permanent Committee on Geographical Names ......... 23 
Provincial Authorities ..... 0... cece eee ee ee ee ee eee eee eee 23 
EE 9 ob oo 609000055 eh 66008 btho5s8Geeseeseetesn 23 
British Columbia 2.1... ee eee ee ee ees 23 
DE ap cam 6 o 8.0 64066666 640004400086 6580 0084460068 24 

New Brunswick .........0 0c c eee ee eee eeeeeeeeeeeees 24 
Newfoundland ...... 0c cee eee eee eee eee eee eee eees 24 
Nova Scotia ...... cece eee eee eee eee ee eee eee ee eee 24 
SE chee S ee eeeneeseeeeeeeseceecEeeréisecessien 24 
Prince Edward Island ....... 0... 0.00 cee e eee ee eeeeueees 25 
Québec oo ee eee eee ee eee eeeeeueeneues 25 
DED oo oo 6 bb 0 0-4.6006 6606060608 02066040060868004 25 
Federal Authorities ... 0... ce ee eee ee ee eee ee eee eee 25 
DE GE cc epee hee see ee eeeeeeeeueeeeessereesee 25 
National Defence ... 0.0... 0 cc eee ee ee ee eee eee ee eens 25 
Canadian Parks Service .........00 ccc eee eee ee weeeues 26 
Territorial Authorities 2... 0... cee ee eee ee eee ee ee eee 26 
Northwest Territories .... 0.0.0... ccc eee eee eee e eee uenees 26 
|, 2  PPPPPOPerrrereerrerrerrrererrrrrrrrrre 26 
PPE eTTeE ere ePererTererererrerrrerrererrerrrre 27 
Government of Mexico ...... 0.00 eee eee eee eee eee ee eee ees 29 
Registro de Informacién Geographica ..........0. 0000 ce ee ees 29 
International Organizations 2.0... eee ee eee eens 31 
United Nations ....... 0.00 cee ee eee eee eee eee eeeeeeeeuees 33 
United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names ........ 33 


United Nations International Conference on Geographical Names .... 33 


vi 


vit 

















Page 
Academic Organizations .... 0.0... cece ee eee eee eee ee ences 35 
ng nn oc aces bDASSAbh Sees sessecsecesedesevs 37 
Place-Name Survey of the United States..............05006. 37 
American Name Society .... 1.0.0... cece cece ee eee neee 37 
 - TP Prrerrrrerreerrrrererir rr tii 37 
South Central Names Institute ........... 00050 c cece eeeee 37 
Conference on Literary Onomastics ............050004e eee 38 
Onomastics Symposium ..........: cece eee e ee eeeeees 38 
North Central Names Institute ... 0... 0... cece cece eee enes 38 
American Placename Institute ..........6 0c cee eee nn eenee 38 
Utah Place Name Society ......cccccccccccsesesseceees 38 
enone NOMS SOC oc ccc ccc ccc ccc ccccccccccceccece 38 
(PPP TITETETTTULTTCTIPTrrerererererererrerrres 39 
Canadian Society for the Study of Names... ..........500056.% 39 
PEE Fee creeeeeeeeeeerereneeeececececcesoecoes 39 
International Committee of Onomastic Sciences ............655. 39 
Appendix A. Laws of Alaska: Alaska State Geographic Board .......... 43 
Guidelines for Geographic Naming: Alaska State 
SED EES ccc ccc cecescccecececceoooens 44 
B. Executive Order: Arizona State Geographic Names 
MEE Oo eeoe ese esensesecereeceeeecoseooes 45 
C. California Geographic Names Handbook ...............4. 47 
D. Laws of Hawaii: Hawaii State Board on 
Geographic Names ....... 0. ccc eee eee eee ee eeee 62 
E. Laws of Nevada: Nevada State Board on 
Geographic Names ....... 05. c cece cece cece eeeee 63 
F, Executive Order: Utah State Committee on 
WEED FOND ccc ccc ccccccccccccccccccces 66 
G. Guidelines for the Washington State Board on 
PPE UPETETELELELELITETE TTT 67 
H. Laws of Wisconsin: State of Wisconsin Geographic 
Names Council .....cccccescseseeeessesececes 70 
Policies and Proposal Form of the State of Wisconsin 
Names Council ......ccccccsesesccces 70 
I. Public Law 242; U.S. Board on Geographic Names ......... 73 
Organization of the U.S. Board on Geographic Names ........ 74 
Bylaws of the U.S. Board on Geographic Names .......... 76 
J. Principles and Procedures for Geographic Naming: Canadian 
Permanent Committee on Geographical Names ........... 83 
K. Manual for the Field Collection of Geographical Names (in part): 
Gouvernement du Québec, Commission de Toponymie 
and Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources ............ 105 
L. Laws of Ontario: Ontario Geographic Names Board Act .... 111 
M. Bylaws: Western States Geographic Names Council ....... 114 


vii 


vila 




















AUTHORITIES AND ORGANIZATIONS INVOLVED 
WITH GEOGRAPHIC NAMES .- 1989 
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ABSTRACT 
There is a need for accurate and stan- 


There is also a growing number of organi- 
zations in North America that are, fully or 
partly, involved with the scholarly study of 

ic names. This report is a list of 
official national, State/Provincial, and re- 
gional provincial authorities concerned with 
name stadardization, and of organizations 
involved with the study of geographic 
names, in the United States, Canada, and 


dures, and publications of some of these 
organizations. 


INTRODUCTION 


This report is a listing of geographic 
names authorities at national, State/ 
Provincial, and regional levels of the 
governments of the United States, Canada, 
and Mexico and of nongovernmental or- 
ganizations concerned with the academic 


study of geographic names. This report 
yy includes information on international 


organizations whose activities have rele- 
vance to geographic names work done in 
one or more of the three North American 
countries. 


The use of geographic names in spoken 
and written language represents a primary 
geographic reference system used by people 
throughout the world. The standardization 
of the written forms of these names takes 
on special importance in today’s complex 
and technical societies where a clear refer- 
ence to a country’s places, features, and 
areas is important. All levels of govern- 
ment, industry, commerce, communications, 
and science depend on a relatively stable 
system of geographic names usage and 
orientation. Standardization is particularly 
important for map and chart production; 
land, air, water, and mineral surveys; postal 
and shipping deliveries; land and water 
transportation safety; and demographic and 
other social and cultural studies. 


The national standardization of geo- 
graphical names results in incalculable 
savings in time and money by increasing 
the efficiency of a nation’s government and 
other institutions. This standardization can 
prevent misunderstanding and, just as im- 
portant, can eliminate the inconsistency that 
occurs when different people try io deter- 

















mine proper name use with varying results. 
National standardization also allows a 
country to exercise its prerogative to es- 
tablish its own standard names. 


This listing was compiled to provide a 
convenient reference to (1) the geographic 
names authorities in the United States, 
Canada, and Mexico; (2) the United Na- 
tions activities concerning nat-onal standar- 
dization of geographic nornenclature in 
which the three countries are involved; and 
(3) nongovernmental or academic organiza- 
tions in North America established to pro- 


mote the study of geographic names. 


The primary principle or philosophy of 
the U.S. Board on Geographic Names is 
the recognition of present-day local usage 
and preferences when considering and 
deciding on official names. To follow this 
principle, the Federal Board seeks close 
cooperation with State and local govern- 
ments and their citizens. This cooperation 
is best and most easily accomplished in 
States that have recognized central geo- 
graphic names authorities. At present, 25 
States have geographic names authorities 
established by law or executive/departmen- 
tal order; 7 States have advisors recognized 
by the Board, but not necessarily by the 
State government; and 18 States do not 
have known names authorities or advisors. 
In the latter case, name problems are 
directed to the Governor, appropriate State 
agencies, and local governments. 


Official geographic names authorities in 
the United States vary in structure and 
membership. Some authorities are large 
organizations with members representing 
various regions of the State, while others 
may be one-person operations. Many State 
geographic names boards or committees 
exist as autonomous bodies, while names 
authorities in cther States are contained 
within State organizations that have broader 








functions, such as historical commissions, 
mapping advisory committees, or library 
boards. Sometimes the authority is one of 
the functions of a specified office like the 
State geologist or archivist. Some commit- 
tees meet regularly, for example, on a 
monthly schedule, while others meet less 
frequently, or, in some cases, business is 
conducted by the circulation of docket lists 
and correspondence between members. In 
some States, the committees also seek the 


U.S. Board is the principal authority for 

















ORGANIZATION OF INFORMATION 


This listing of geographic names au- 
thorities and organizations reflects the most 
recent information available in the Branch 


Reston, VA 22092 
Tel: (703) 648-4506 


The listings are organized as follows: 


2. 


Title of authority or organization; the 
titles of State advisors are not neces- 
sarily official. 

Date when authority or organization 
was “established and the source of its 
authority when applicable; the date 
when an advisor began working with 
the U.S. Board on Geographic Names is 
normally given. 

Governmental organization or position 
responsible for the activities of the 
geographic names authority or organiza- 
Membership and officers of the organi- 
zation or advisor, and other relevant 
information. 

Contact person, mailing address, and 

number. 


telephone 
Short history or background information 
of the geographic names authority or 


organization when appropriate. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


(1) U.S. Board on Geographic Names 
(2) Established 1947 by Public Law 
(Appendix I) 
(3) Department of the Interior 
(4) Membership: Departments of State, 
Interior, Agriculture, Commerce, and 
Defense; Postal Service; Central Intel- 
ligence Agency; Library of Congress, 
and the Government Printing Office. 
(5) Richard R. Randall 
Executive Secretary 
U.S. Board on Geographic Names 
Defense Mapping Agency 
8613 Lee Highway 
Merrifield, VA 22031-2137 
Tel: (703) 756-9268 


For domestic names matters: 


Donald J. Orth 
Executive Secretary for Domestic 
Geographic Names 
U.S. Board on Geographic Names 
U.S. Geological Survey 
523 National Center 
Reston, VA 22092 
Tel: (703) 648-4506 

(6) The U.S. Board on Geographic Names 
was Originally created in 1890 by Ex- 
ecutive order, and its authority and 
responsibilities were expanded and 
redefined in subsequent Executive or- 
ders. Its present authority is shared 
with the Secretary of the Interior. The 
Board meets quarterly to deal mainly 
with matters of administration and 
policy. Most work is accomplished by 
special committees involved with for- 
eign, domestic, underseas, Antarctic. 
and extraterrestrial names. The secre- 
tariat for foreign names is furnished by 
the Defense Mapping Agency, and that 
for domestic names by the U.S. Geo- 
logical Survey. The Board publishes 


gazetteers, lists, and various other kinds 
of geographic name informaticn. 


(1) The National Geographic Names 
Data Base 
(2) Begun 1964 
(3) U.S. Geological Survey 
(4) Not applicable 
(5) Roger L. Payne 
Manager/GNIS 
U.S. Geological Survey 
523 National Center 
Reston, VA 22092 
Tel: (703) 648-4544 
(6) The data base is a computer-based 
hic Names Information System 
(GNIS) designed to: 


¢ assist in establishing uniform name 
usage throughout the Federal 
Government in cooperation with 
State and local governments and the 
public; 


* provide an up-to-date index of 
names found on Federal, State, and 
private maps; 


¢ eliminate duplication and the need 
to spend large amounts of money 
and time by government agencies, 
industry, and institutions to organ- 
ize similar basic data files for spe- 
cific needs; and 


¢ provide for standardization of data 
elements and their coded representa- 
tions to use in information inter- 
change within the information 
processing community and to meet 
Federal public information require- 
ments prescribed by law. Informa- 
tion at varying levels of complet:- 
ness is available for all States and 
territories in the form of computer 
printouts, alphabetical lists, micro- 

















fiche, and magnetic tape. The 
"National Gazetteer of the United 
States of America,” to be published 
for each State is a product of the 
data base. The New Jersey Gazet- 
teer was the first volume published, 
and was followed by volumes for 
Delaware, Arizona, Kansas, Indiana, 
South Dakota, and North Dakota. 
State gazetteers currently in pro- 
gress include Alabama, Florida, 
Mississippi, and Massachusetts, as 
well as a concise volume that will 
cover the entire United States. 


STATE AUTHORITIES 


The following is a listing of State or- 
ganizations and advisors that cooperate 
with the U.S. Board on Geographic Names 
in the national standardization program. 
Most of these authorities officially repre- 
sent their respective State governments. 
Those organizations not having official 
authority to represent a State have agreed 
to provide expertise and information about 
names in that State to assist the standar- 
dization program. 


Alabama 


(1) Alabama State Liaison Committee for 
Geographic Names 

(2) Liaison Officer appointed by the 
Governor in 1981 

(3) Geological Survey of Alabama 

(4) Membership: Liaison Officer and two 
or more experts on Alabama geographic 
names 

(5) Alexander F. Sartwell 
Geological Survey of Alabama 
P.O. Drawer O 
University of Alabama 
University, AL 35486 
Tel: (205) 349-2852 





(6) The State Liaison Officer was first 
appointed January 15, 1981, by Gover- 
no~ “orrest James. 


Alaska 
(1) Alaska State Geographic Names 
Board 


(2) Established 1961 by State law (Ap- 
pendix A) 

(3) Office of the Governor 

(4) Membership: Commissioner, Depart- 
ment of Community and Regional Af- 
fairs; Director, Division of Libraries & 
State Museums; State Historical 
Librarian; Commissioner, Department of 
Natural Resources; Commissioner, 
Department of Transportation & Public 
Facilities; Commissioner, Department of 
Education; Director, Division of Lands, 
Department of Natural Resources; and 
a member-at-large appointed by the 
Governor. 

(5) David G. Hoffman, Chairman 
Alaska State Geographic Names Board 
Commissioner, Department of 

Community and Regional Affairs 

Pouch B 
Juneau, AK 99811 
Tel: (907) 465-4700 

(6) Before Alaska became a State in 1959, 
an official Advisory Committee on 
Names in Alaska was established in the 
Governor’s office by order of the 
Secretary of the Interior in 1948. The 
State Geographic Names Board has 
published a leaflet titled “Guidelines for 
Geographic Naming." 


Arizona 


(1) Arizona State Geographic Names 
Board 

(2) Established 1982 by Executive Order 
No. 82-11 (Appendix B) 

(3) Office of the Governor 

















(4) Membership: Department of Transpor- 
tation; State Land Department; State 
Department of Economic Security; State 
Department of Libraries, Archives, and 
Public Records; Arizona Historical 
Society; Arizona Association of Coun- 
ties; Arizona Department of Commerce; 
a member representing the Arizona 
University System (rotating basis); and 
a member-at-large appointed by the 
Governor. 

(5) Sharon Womack, Chairman 
Arizona State Geographic Names Board 
Department of Library, Archives 

and Public Records 
State Capitol 
1700 West Washington Street 
Phoenix, AZ 85007 
Tel: (602) 542-4035 

(6) An initial but unsuccessful effort to 
establish a State names authority was 
made in 1968 by the Arizona Highway 
Department. The Arizona State Geo- 
graphic Names Board has published an 
"Arizona Geographic Names Handbook: 
Policy, Guidelines, and Procedures." 
The Tenth Western States Conference 
on Geographic Names was sponsored 
by the Arizona State Geographic Names 
Board and was held in Scottsdale, 
Arizona, September 18-20, 1986. 


California 


(1) California State Advisory Committee 
on Geographic Names 

(2) Established 1963 by The Resources 
Agency of California 

(3) The Resources Agency of California 

(4) Membership: Departments of Conser- 
vation, Forestry, Fish and Game, Parks 
and Recreation, Water Resources, and 
the State Lands Commission. 


(5) Trinda Bedrossian, Chairman 
Department of Conservation 
P.O. Box 670 
Santa Rosa, CA 95402 
Tel: (707) 576-2275 

(6) The California State Advisory Commit- 
tee has published several editions of its 
"Geographic Names Handbook" (Appen- 
Gcix C). The Eighth Western States 
Conference on Geographic Names was 
sponsored by the California State Ad- 
visory Committee on 
Names and was held in_ Bijou, 
California, October 4-5, 1984. 


Colorado 


(1) Colorado State Board on Geographic 
Names 

(2) Established 1987 by the Colorado State 
Archives 

(3) Colorado State Archives 

(4) Membership: Colorado State Geologi- 
cal Survey, Colorado State Highway 
Department, and the Colorado State 
Library. Advisors from the U.S. Geo- 
logical Survey and the U.S. Forest 
Service also attend meetings. 

(5) Terry Ketelsen 
State Archivist 
Colorado State Archives 
1313 Sherman Street, Rm. 1B20 
Denver, CO 80203 
Tel: (303) 866-2055 

(6) In 1914 a Colorado State Geographic 
Board was established by the Governor. 
During the next 11 years it was respon- 
sible for standardizing and establishing 
names for a large number of the State’s 
mountains, lakes, and streams. The 
Board became inactive after 1926. In 
1979, a Colorado State Geographic 
Names Authority was vested with the 
Colorado State Cartographer by Execu- 
tive Orders B0013-79 and BO005-79 
(see previous edition of this book, 




















USGS Open-File Report 85-305). The 
Colorado State Geographic Names 
Authority sponsored the Sixth Western 
States Conference on Geographic 
Names in Denver, Colorado, October 
14-15, 1982. The authority was 
abolished in 1985 because of admini- 
Strative changes in the State govern- 
ment. 


Connecticut 


(1) Connecticut State Geographic Names 
Authority 

(2) Established 1933 in part by a revised 
State law 

(3) Connecticut Department of State and 
the Department of Environmental Pro- 
tection 

(4) Not applicable 

(5) Hugo F. Thomas 
Director/State Geologist 
Natural Resources Center 
Department of Environmental Protection 
165 Capitol Ave., Room 553 
Hartford, CT 06115 
Tel: (203) 566-3540 

(6) The State law directs the Secretary of 
State to maintain the official file of the 
names of hydrographic features in the 
State. The State Natural Resources 
Center is presently responsible for de- 
termining names for the hydrographic 
file and other names used on State 
maps. The Center maintains liaison 
with the Department of Transportation 
and the State Mapping Committee. 
Consideration is now being given to the 
possibility of legalizing this procedure. 
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Florida 


(1) Florida State Board on Geographic 
Names 
(2) Established 1983 
(3) Florida Department of State 
(4) Membership: Chairman, Florida State 
Geographer and key State employees 
and geographic names experts. 
(5) Edward A. Fernald 
Florida State Board on Geographic 
Names 
Office of the State Geographer 
Florida State University 
Tallahassee, FL 32306 
Tel: (904) 644-2007 
Contact: James R. Anderson 
(6) The authority was established with the 
creation of the position of State Geog- 
rapher. 


Georgia 


(1) Georgia State Geographic Names 
Advisor 

(2) Established 1978 

(3) Office of Archives and History 

(4) Director Georgia State Archives and 
History 

(5) Edward Weldon, Director 
Archives and History 
Archives and Records Building 
Atlanta, GA 30334 
Tel: (404) 656-2367 

(6) In 1978, the Office of the Surveyor 
General agreed to act as liaison be- 
tween the U.S. Board on Geographic 
Names and the State of Georgia. This 
activity now rests within the Offi. of 
Archives and History. 

















Hawaii 


(1) Hawaii State Board on Geographic 
Names 

(2) Established May 25, 1974, by State law 
(Appendix D) 

(3) Office of State Planning 

(4) Membership: Chairman, Board of Land 
and Natural Resources; Chairman, 
Hawaiian Homes Commission; 
Administrator, Office of Hawaiian Af- 
fairs; President, University of Hawaii; 
State Land Surveyor; Director, Bernice 
P. Bishop Museum. 

(5) Craig T. Tasaka, Administrator 
Office of Hawaiian Affairs 
Office of State Planning 
State Capitol, Room 410 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
Tel: (808) 548-3047 

(6) The Hawaii State Board on Geographic 
Names publishes an annual 
Before Hawaii became a State in 1959, 
an official Advisory Committee on 
Hawaiian hic Names was es- 
tablished by the Secretary of the Inter- 
ior in 1911 anc reactivated in 1956. 


Idaho 


(1) Idaho State Geographic Names Board 
(2) Established April 2, 1982, by State law. 
(3) Idaho State Historical Society 
(4) Membership: Board of Trustees, Idaho 
State Historical Society 
(5) Larry R. Jones 
Idaho State Historical Society 
616 North Julia Davis Drive 
Boise, ID 83702 
Tel: (208) 334-3356 
(6) The Idaho State Geographic Names 
Board was originally established by 
Executive order dated January 28, 1972, 
with the same organization it present- 
ly has by State law. The Idaho Board 
sponsored the Seventh Western States 
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Conference on hic Names in 
Boise, Idaho, October 6-7, 1983. 


Illinois 

(1) Illinois Geographic Names Advisor 

(2) Established 1983 

(3) Waubonsee Community College 

(4) Informal agreement to assist with name 
problems and to provide information on 
geographic names in Illinois. 

(5) Laurence E. Seits 
Waubonsee Community College 
Sugar Grove, IL 60554 
Tel: (312) 466-4811 

(6) Waubonsee Community College is the 
center for name studies in the State. 
The college hosts the annual North 
Central Names Institute held here and it 
is the home of the Illinois Name 
Society. 


Indiana 
The Indiana State Board on Geographic 


Names, established in 1961, is presently 
inactive. 


Kansas 


State officers are considering the establish- 
ment of a State geographic names 
authority. 


Kentucky 
(1) Kentuc! ‘e Committee on 
Geogr ames 
(2) Establis! 85 


(3) Office of the Kentucky State Geog- 
rapher 

(4) Membership: geographers and geo- 
graphic names experts in the State and 














(4) Membership: geographers and geo- 
graphic names experts in the State and 
persons representing appropriate State 
agencies. 

(5) Robert M. Rennick 
312 Riverside Drive 
Prestonsburg, KY 41653 
Tel: (606) 886-2204 

(6) State law established the position of 
State Geographer in 1984 to review the 
geography departments of major univer- 
sities in the State to provide informa- 
tion relating to State geography and 
cartography. 


Louisiana 


The Louisiana State Board on Geographic 
Names, established in 1976 at Nicholls 
State University, is presently inactive. 


Maine 


(1) Maine State Geographic Names 
Authority 
(2) Established 1964 by Executive order 
(3) A function of the Maine Mapping Ad- 
visory Committee, Maine Geological 
Survey, Department of Conservation. 
(4) Membership: State Geologist and other 
members of the Mapping Advisory 
Committee. 
(5) Robert D. Tucker 
Executive Secretary 
Maine Mapping Advisory Committee 
Maine Geological Survey, Department 
of Conservation 
State House Station 22 
Augusta, ME 04333 
Tel: (207) 289-2801 








Michigan 


(1) Michigan State Committee on 
Geographic Names 

(2) Established 1927 by Executive order 

(3) Geological Survey Division, Department 
of Natural Resources 

(4) Membership is not formally established 
but problems and requests are circulated 
to key State departments and agencies 
for comment. The Committee works 
closely with county administrations. 

(5) Michigan State Committee on 

Geographic Names 
Michigan Department of Natural 
Resources 

Box 30028 
Lansing, MI 48909 

(6) The 1927 Michigan State Committee on 
Geographic Names was established by 
the Governor to eliminate the duplica- 
tion of the names of lakes and streams. 
The original Committee included the 
Secretary of the Michigan Historical 
Commission, the State Geologist, and 
members from the Departments of Con- 
servation and Agriculture. The Com- 
mittee functioned for several years as a 
unit, but gradually, as the workload de- 
creased, the major work and responsi- 
bility was assumed by the Michigan 
State Geological Survey. Activity is 
presently reduced because of State 
budgetary problems. 


Minnesota 


(1) Minnesota Geographic Names 
Authority 


(2) Established 1971 by State law 

(3) Department of Natural Resources 

(4) Authority is with the Commissioner of 
the Department, delegated to the Direc- 
tor, Division of Waters. 














(5) Ron Nargang 
Director, Division of Waters 
Department of Natural Resources 

Building 

500 Lafayette Rd. 
St. Paul, MN 55155-4032 
Tel: (612) 296-4805 
Contact: Glen Yakel 

(6) The Minnesota State Geographic Board 
was established in 1937 by State law. 
The Board was abolished in 1971 by 
its powers were transferred to the Com- 
missioner, Department of Natural Re- 
sources. Records of the State Geo- 
graphic Board are held by the Min- 
nesota Historical Society. State laws 
regulating feature names date back to 
1925. 


Montana 
(1) Montana State Geographic Names 
Advisor 


(2) Established 1929 by designation of the 
Governor 
(3) Department of Natural Resources 
and Conservation 
(4) Not applicable 
(5) Gordon C. Taylor, Chief 
y Bureau 
Department of Natural Resources and 
Conservation 
Capitol Station 
Helena, MT 59620 
Tel: (406) 444-6739 


Nebraska 


(1) Nebraska State Geographic Names 
Advisor 

(2) Established 1967 

(3) Nebraska State Historical Society 
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(4) Informal agreement to assist with narue 
problems and to provide information on 
geographic names in Nebraska. 

(5) James A. Hanson 
Director 
Nebraska State Historical Society 
Box 82554 
1500 R Street 
Lincoln, NE 68501 
Tel: (402) 471-3270 


Nevada 


(1) Nevada State Board on Geographic 
Names 

(2) Established May 7, 1985, by State law 
(Appendix E) 

(3) Independent organization 

(4) Membership: Bureau of Mines and 
Geology, University of Nevada (Reno), 
University of Nevada (Las Vegas), 
Nevada State Library, Department of 
Transportation, Department of Conser- 
vation and Natural Resources, and 
Nevada Historical Society. The Board 
elects its own chairman and vice chair- 
man; the State Resident 
acts as executive secretary. The U.S. 
Bureau of Land Management and the 
U.S. Forest Service are also represented 
on the Board. 

(5) Susan L. Tingley, Chairman 
Nevada State Board on Gecgraphic 

Names 

Nevada Bureau of Mines and Geology 
University of Nevada 
Reno, NV 89557-0088 
Tel: (702) 784-6691 


Terrill J. Kramer, Executive Secretary 

Nevada State Board on Geographic 
Names 

Department of Geography 

University of Nevada 

Reno, NV 89557-0048 

Tel: (702) 784-6995 

















(6) Advisory services on Nevada geo- 
graphic names were provided by the 
Nevada Department of Cnnservation 
and Natural Resources from 1967 to 
1982 and by the Nevada Bureau of 
Mines and Geology from 1982 to 1985. 
A meeting of State officials held Mav 
10, 1982, at the University of Nevada 
(Reno) agreed on the need to establish 
an official State names authority. The 
Nevada State Board on 
Names sponsored the Eleventh Western 
States Conference on Geographic 
Names, which was held in Reno, 
Nevada, September 17-19, 1987. 


New Hampshire 


(1) New Hampshire State Geographic 
Names Advisor 

(2) Established in 1976 

(3) Office of State Planning 

(4) The Office of State Planning provides 
formal State review of name cases 
submitted to it by the U.S. Board on 
Geographic Names. This review is 
accomplished through the Council on 
Resources and Development. 

(5) James F. McLaughlin 
Senior Planner 
New Hampshire Office of State 

Pianning 

2 1/2 Beacon Street 
Concord, NH 03301 
Tel: (603) 271-2155 


New Jersey 


New Jersey does not have a State geo- 
graphic names authority. A New Jersey 
Geographic Board was estab'ished in 1950 
with the New Jersey State T 

Engineer as chairman and with membership 
representing the State Highway Department 
and the East Jersey Board of Proprietors. 


The State authority became inactive after 
1956 because of a reduction in geographic 
names activity. 


New Mexico 
(1) New Mexico State Geographic Names 
Committee 


(2) Organized informally in 1984 as one of 
the functions of the New Mexico Geo- 
graphic Information Council and given 
official status in 1987 by Executive 
order. 

(3) Indepenciert organization 

(4) Membership: chairman and six other 
persons from the State government and 
the private sector interested in the 
State’s toponymy. 

(5) Robert H. Julian, Chairman 
Geographic Names Committee 
Rural Route 5 
31 Avenida Almendro 
Albuquerque, NM 87123 
Tel: (505) 298-8420 

(6) In 1965 the New Mexico Mapping 
Advisory Committee and the State 
Planning Office considered establishing 
a State Geographic Names Commission, 
but no action was taken. The Cul- 
tural Properties Review Committee had 
the authority by State law to deal with 
historic place names. In 1982, the 
Mapping Advisory Committee began 
developing plans to place the State 
names authority under its purview. In 
1984, the New Mexico Geographic 
Information Council was _ informally 
organized with geographic names 
liaison with the U.S. Board on Geo- 
graphic Names as one of its activities. 
This body was officially recognized in 
1987 by an Executive order signed by 
the Governor. 














New_York 


(1) New York State Committee on 
Gecegraphic Names 
(2) Established 1947 by State law 
(3) The University of the State of New 
York 
(4) Membership: State Historian; State Ar- 
chaeologist, Chief, Bureau of Publica- 
tions; Associate Commissioners of 
Education, State Museum, and State 
i ; and a member-at-large. 
(5) Edmund J. Winslow 
Executive Secretary 
New York State Committee on 
ic Names 
New York State Museum 
ire State Plaza 
Albany, NY 12230 
Tel: (518) 474-5375 or (518) 486-2035 
(6) The original New York State Board of 
ic Names was established 
about 1925 in The University of the 
State of New York. 


Ohio 


Ohio does not have a State geographic 
names authority. Dr. H. F. Raup, of the 
Department of Geography, Kent State Uni- 
versity, was the geographic names advisor 
for Ohio for many years. His extensive 
card file of Ohio geographic names has 
been transferred to the U.S. Board on Geo- 


(1) Oklahoma State Board on 
phic Names 
(2) Established 1965 by State law 
(3) Oklahoma Geological Survey 
(4) Membership: key State individuals and 
the Department of Geography at Central 
State University. 
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(5) James R. Chaplin 
Oklahoma State Board on Geographic 
Names 
Oklahoma Geological Survey 
The University of Oklahoma 
830 Van Vleet Oval, Room 163 
Norman, OK 73019 
Tel: (405) 325-3031 


Oregon 


(1) Oregon Geographic Names Board 
(2) Established 1907 by Executive order 
(3) Oregon Historical Society 

<4) Membership: State officials, o- 


gon 
1230 S.W. Park Avenue 
Portland, OR 97205 
Tel: (503) 222-1741 

(6) The Oregon Geographic Board was 
dormant from 1907-14. Reactivated 
by the Governor in 1914, the Board 
continued almost as a one-person opera- 
tion until 1949. The Board was again 
inactive until 1959 when it was reac- 
tivated by the Governor and made the 
responsibility of the Oregon Historical 
Society. The Board, renamed the 
Oregon Geographic Names Board, 
hosted the Fifth Western States Con- 
ference on Geographic Names at Tim- 
berline Lodge on Mount Hood, October 
22-23, 1981. 


Pennsylvania 
(1) Pennsylvania Geographic Names 


Authorit 
(2) Established 1971 by State law 











(3) Pennsylvania Historical and Museum 
Commission 

(4) Membership: appointed by the 
Governor 


(5) Brent D. Glass 
Executive Director 
Pennsylvania Historical and Museum 
Commission 
William Penn Memorial Museum and 
Archives Building 
Box 1026 
Harrisburg, PA 17108-1026 
Tel: (717) 783-9871 
Contact: George Beyer 
(6) The Pennsylvania Geographic Board 
was established before 1925 in the 
State Topographic and Geological Sur- 
vey, Department of Internal Affairs. 
The Geographic Board was abolished at 
the end of 1970 and its functions trans- 
ferred to the Pennsylvania Historical 
and Museum Commission in 1971. 


Rhode Island 


(1) Rhode Island State Geographic 
Names Advisor 

(2) Established 1982 

(3) Department of Administration 

(4) Informal agreement to assist with name 
problems and to provide information on 
the geographic names of Rhode Island. 

(5) Daniel W. Varin 
Chief, Statewide Planning Program 
Department of Administration 
265 Melrose Street 
Providence, RI 02907 

(6) On October 15, 1926, a State Geo- 
graphic Board of Rhode Island was 
created by Governor A. J. Pothier. The 
Board was organized February 1, 1927, 
with the followiig membership: State 
Librarian; Secreiary of the Rhode Island 
Boundary Comniission; Chairman, State 
Board of Public Roads; and a member 
from the State Historical Society. The 





1932 and listed about 2,000 of the 
names collected. The gazetteer was to 
have been the first of a series of State 
gazetteers. After publication of the 
gazetteer, activity of the Board declined 
and eventually ceased. 


South Carolina 
(1) South Carolina Geographic Names 
Advisor 


(2) Established 1982 

(3) South Carolina Department of Archives 
and History 

(4) Agreement to assist in developing his- 
torical background and in determining 
current usage. 

(5) George L. Vogt 
Director 
South Carolina Department of Archives 

and History 

P.O. Box 11, 669 
Capitol Station 
Columbia, SC 29211 
Tel: (803) 734-8577 


Texas 


(1) Texas State Geographic Names 
Authority 

(2) Geographic names responsibility was 
transferred to the Texas Natural Resour- 
ces Information System from the Texas 
General Land Office by the State legis- 
lature in 1987. 

(3) Texas Water Development Board 

(4) Membership: coordinator appointed by 
the Texas National Resources Informa- 
tion System task force conducts inves- 
tigations and obtains recommendations 

















P.O. Box 13231, Capitol Station 

Austin, TX 78711-3231 

Tel: (512) 463-8337 
(6) In 1957 the geographic names authority 

was established with the Texas Histori- 

cal Survey Committee by State law. 

This authority was transferred to the 
when a 
permanent historical commission was 
created by State law in 1973. The 
responsibility was again transferred to 
the Texas Natural Resources Informa- 
tion System (TNRIS) in 1987 after its 
task force voted to accept the activity 
in 1986. 


Utah 


(1) Utah State Committee on Geographic 
Names 

(2) Established 1976 by Executive order 
(Appendix F) 

(3) Division of State History 

(4) Membership: 11 members appointed 
by the Chairman, Board of State 
History, with concurrence of the 
Governor. 

(5) Jay M. Haymond 
Executive Secretary 
Utah State Committee on 

ic Names 
Division of State History 
Department of Community and 
Economic Development 

300 Rio Grande 
Salt Lake City, UT 84101 
Tel: (801) 533-5808 

(6) The Utah State Committee has printed 
a 25-page “Geographic Names Hand- 
book.” The Utah State Committee 
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initiated and hosted the First, Second, 
and Fourth Western States Conferences 
on Geographic Names, all held in Salt 
Lake City. 


Vermont 


(1) Vermont State Geographic Names 
Authority 
(2) Established 1961 by State law 
(3) Department of Libraries 
(4) State Librarian is delegated authority 
for determining official names and the 
State Board of Libraries is authorized 
to name unnamed places. 
(5) Patricia E. Klinck 
State Librarian 
of Libraries 
111 State Street 
Montpelier, VT 05620 
Tel: (802) 832-3265 


Virginia 
(1) Virginia State Geographic Names 
Advisors 


(2) Authority given to the State Archivist 
in 1964 by recommendation of the 
Governor and to the Department of 
Highways and Transportation in 1979. 

(3) Virginia State Library and Department 
of Highways and Transportation 

(4) State Archivist is delegated the respon- 
sibility to investigate name problems. 
The Highway Department, Office of 
Drafting and Mapping, assists with the 
investigation of State and local usage. 

(5) Louis H. Manarin 
State Archivist 
Commonwealth of Virginia 
Virginia State Library 
Richmond, VA 23219 
Tel: (804) 786-2306 








Stuart D. Layne 

Virginia Department of Transportation 
1221 East Broad Street 

Richmond, VA 23219 

Tel: (804) 786-2949 


Washington 
(1) Washington State Board on 
Names 


(2) Reestablished 1983 by State law 

(3) Department of Natural Resources 

(4) Membership: Commissioner of Public 
Lands (chairman); State Librarian; 
Chairperson, Washington State Heritage 
Council; and four members of the gen- 


Tel: (206) 586-0003 
(6) A Washington State Board on Geo- 
graphic Names was established in 1963 


Board was established by State law in 
July 1973. Because of the State's 
“sunset law,” the Board lost its official 
status in June 1982. Its members con- 
tinued the work of the board in an 
— until official status 
was regained in July 1983. The 
Washington State Board on Geographic 
Names sponsored the 12th Western 
States Conference on 
Names in Seattle, Washington, Septem- 
ber 7-10, 1988. 
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Wisconsin 
(1) State of Wisconsin Geographic 
Names Council 


(2) Established 1931 by State law 
(3) Wisconsin Department of Natural Re- 


Tel: (608) 266-0720 


(3) Wyoming State Engineers Office 
(4) Not 
(5) Gordon W. Fassett 
Wyoming State Engineer 
Herschler Building 
WY 82002 
Tel: (307) 777-7354 
Contact: John Studley 
(6) Prior to the 1982 Executive order, the 
State Engineers Office (since 1965), the 
State Geologist, State Historic Preserva- 











(1) Western States Geographic Names 
Council 
(2) Established October 15, 1982 


secretary. The chairman of the Council 
the conference. 


Salt Lake City, UT 84101 
Tel: (801) 533-5808 

(6) The Council was established to provide 
a dependable planning mechanism for 
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(1) Western States Geographic Names 
Conference 


(2) Established 1977 


ee 
(4) Attendees include Western States Geo- 


Timberline Lodge on Mount Hood, 
Oregon, on October 22-23, 1981, spon- 
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CANADIAN GOVERNMENT 





(1) Canadian Permanent Committee on 
Geographical Names 

(2) Established 1961 by 
(Appendix J) 

(3) Department of Energy, Mines and Re- 
sources 

(4) Membership: Assistant Depvty Minister, 
Energy, Mines and Resources (chair- 
man); Director General, Canada Centre 
for Mapping; Director of Cartography, 
Department of National Defence; 
Dominion Hydrographer; National Ar- 
chivist; Assistant Undersecretary of 
State (Official Languages and Transla- 
tion), Secretary of State; a representa- 
tive for the Minister of Indian and 
Northern Affairs; a representative for 
the Canadian Parks Service; a represen- 
tative for the Geological Survey; a 
representative from Statistics Canada; a 
representative for each of the two Ter- 
ritories; a representative from each 
Province; and the chairpersons of each 
of the advisory committees (if not al- 
ready a member of the Committee). 

(5) J.Hugh O’Donnell, Chairman 
Helen Kerfoot, Executive Secretary 
Canadian Permanent Committee on 

Geographical Names 

650-615 Booth Street 
Ottawa, Ontario, KIA OE9 
Tel: (613) 992-3405 

(6) The Geographic Board of Canada was 
created in 1897 by an order in council; 
the present authority and title was 
adopted in 1961, and the order in coun- 
cil was amended in 1969. The present 
full Committee meets once a year at 
various places in Canada to deal mainly 
with matters of policy and issues of 
common interest. The Secretariat is 
provided by the Canada Centre for 
Mapping in the Department of Energy, 
Mines and Resources. The Secretariat 
carries out the Committee’s work in 


Federal law 
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cooperation with the Canadian Perm- 
anent Committee on Geographical 
Names members and special advisory 
committees on undersea feature names, 
research, glaciological and alpine no- 
menclature, and other ad hoc commit- 
tees. On behalf of the Committee, the 
Canada Centre for Mapping publishes 
the Gazetteer of Canada series, pro- 
duced from the digital National Topo- 
nymic Data Base; and the Canadian 
Hydrographic Service publishes the 
"Gazetteer of Undersea Feature Names." 


PROVINCIAL AUTHORITIES 
Alberta 


(1) Alberta Historic Sites Board 

(2) Established 1976 by Provincial law 

(3) Alberta Culture and Multiculturalism 

(4) Membership: the Geographic Names 
Committee of the Board has public 
members. 

(5) Frits Pannekoek, Director 
Historic Sites Service 
Alberta Culture and Multiculturalism 
8820-112 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta T6G 2P8 
Tel: (403) 431-2357 

(6) The Geographic Board of Alberta was 
established in 1947. In 1976 
its functions were transferred to the 
Historic Sites Board. For information 
on publications write to the Director, 
Historic Sites Service. 


British Columbia 


(1) British Columbia Geographical 
Names Authority 

(2) No Provincial law 

(3) Ministry of Crown Lands 

(4) Director, Surveys and Resource Map- 
ping Branch 











(5) Gary T. Sawayama, Director 
Surveys and Resource Mapping Branch 
Ministry of Crown Lands 
Victoria, British Columbia V8V 1X5 
Tel: (604) 387-3176 


Manitoba 


(1) Manitoba Geographical Names 
Authority 
(2) No Provincial law 
(3) Department of Natural Resources 
(4) Director of Surveys 
(5) D.W. Crandall 
Director of Surveys 
1007 Century Street 
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3H O0W4 
Tel: (204) 945-6613 


New Brunswick 


(1) New Brunswick Geographical Names 
Authority 

(2) No Provincial law but one is being 
considered 

(3) Department of Tourism, Recreation and 
Heritage 

(4) New Brunswick Information Corpora- 
tion 

(5) Roger J. Gaudet 
P.O. Box 6000 
Fredericton, New Brunswick E3B 5H1 
Tel: (506) 453-2439 


Newfoundland 


(1) Newfoundland Geographical Names 
Board 

(2) Established 1974 by Provincial law 

(3) Department of Environment and Lands 

(4) Membership: six members, five of 
whom are appointed by the Minister; 
the sixth, the executive secretary, is a 
public servant. 


24 


(5) Herman Whalen, Executive Secretary 
Geographical Names Board 
Department of Environment and Lands 
P.O. Box 4750 
St. John’s, Newfoundland AIC 5T7 
Tel: (709) 576-5480 

(6) The Nomenclature Board of New- 
foundland was established in 1938, and 
was superseded by the present board in 
1974. 


Novia Scotia 


(1) Nova Scotia Geographical Names 
Authority 
(2) No Provincial law 
(3) Department of Lands and Forests 
(4) Director of Surveys 
(5) Keith AuCoin 
Director of Surveys 
Department of Lands and Forests 
780 Windmill Road, Torrington 
Place 
Halifax, Nova Scotia B3B 1T3 
tel: (902) 424-3145 


Ontario 


(1) Ontario Geographic Names Board 

(2) Established 1968 by an act of the legis- 
lative assembly (Appendix L). 

(3) Ministry of Natural Resources 

(4) Membership: two government officials 
and five public sector members (one 
native person, two writers, and two 
geographers). 

(5) Michael B. Smart, Executive Secretary 
Ontario Geographic Names Board 
Surveys, Mapping and Remote Sensing 

Branch 
Ministry of Natural Resources 
C.LL. House, 4th Floor 
90 Sheppard Avenue East 
North York, Ontario M2N 3Al1 
Tel: (416) 733-5142 








(6) For Board publications, write to the 
executive secretary (see Appendix K). 


Prince Edward Island 


(1) Prince Edward Island Geographical 
Names Authority 

(2) No Provincial law 

(3) Royal Commission on the Land 

(4) Chairman, Royal Commission on the 
Land 

(5) Douglas B. Boylan 
Chairman 


Royal Commission on the Land 

Box 2799 

Charlottetown, Prince Edward 
Island CIA 8C4 

Tel: (902) 368-5970 


Québec 


(1) Commission de toponymie du Québec 

(2) Established 1977 by Provincial law 

(3) Office de la langue francaise 

(4) Membership: seven members including 
the president and the secretary 

(5) Rémi Mayrand, President 
Jean-Claude Fortin, Secretary 
Commission de toponymie 
220, Grande Allée Est 
Québec, Québec GIR 2Jl 
Tel: (418) 643-8660 

(6) The Commission de géographie du 
Québec was established in 1912 and 
was replaced by the Commission de 
toponymie du Québec in 1977. More 
than 45 publications have been issued 
since 1977, including "Répertoire topo- 
nymique due Québec" (1987). For a 
list of publications, write to the secre- 
tary (see Appendix K). 
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Saskatchewan 
(1) Saskatchewan Geographic Names 
Board 


(2) Established 1974 by Provincial law 
(3) Saskatchewan Property Management 


Corporation 
(4) Membership: public servants and mem- 
bers from the public, including repre- 
sentatives from the native communit- 
ies, veterans, and historical societies. 
(5) John Turnbull, Chairman 
David S. Arthur, Secretary 
Geographic Names Board 
2045 Broad St. 
Regina, Saskatchewan S4P 3V7 
Tel: (306) 787-4900 


FEDERAL AUTHORITIES 
Indian Affairs 


(1) Indian Reserves Geographical Names 
Authority 

(2) No Federal law 

(3) Department of Indian and Northern 
Affairs 


(4) Director, Lands Directorate, Mapping 
and Charting Establishment 

(5) Graham Swan 
Reserves and Trusts Branch 
Department of Indian and Northern 

Affairs 

Les Terrasses de la Chaudiére 
Ottawa, Ontario KIA OH4 
Tel: (819) 994-3368 


National Defence 


(1) National Defence Geographical Names 
Authority 

(2) No Federal law 

(3) Department of National Defence 

(4) Director of Cartography, Mapping and 
Charting Establishment 














(5) Col. D.T. Carney 
Director of Cartography 
Mapping and Charting Establishment 
Department of National Defence 
Ottawa, Ontario KIA OK2 
Tel: (613) 995-4478 


Canadian Parks Service 


(1) Canadian Parks Service Geographical 
Names Authority 

(2) No Federal law 

(3) Environment Canada 

(4) Director, Historical Research 

(5) Maxwell Sutherland 
Director, Historical Research 
Room. 303, 3rd floor 
Les Terrasses de la Chaudiére 
Ottawa, Ontario KIA 1G2 
Tel: (819) 997-6280 


TERRITORIAL AUTHORITIES 


Northwest Territories 


(1) Northwest Territories Geographic 
Names Authority 

(2) No Territorial law, but one is being 
considered 


(3) Department of Culture and Communica- 
tion 

(4) Deputy Minister, Department of Culture 
and Communications 

(5) Randolph Freeman 
Department of Culture and 


Communications 

Government of the Northwest 
Territories 

Yellowknife, Northwest 
Territories XIA 2L9 

Tel: (403) 920-8854 


Yukon Territory 


(1) Yukon Geographic Names Board 

(2) No Territorial law, but one is being 
considered 

(3) Heritage Branch, Department of Tour- 


ism 
(4) Director, Heritage Branch 
(5) Jeff Hunston 
Director, Heritage Branch 
Department of Tourism 
P.O. Box 2703 
Whitehorse, Yukon Terrritory YIA 2C6 
Tel: (403) 667-5363 
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GOVERNMENT OF MEXICO 


(1) Registro de Informacién Geographica 
(2) Established 1982 
(3) Direccion General de Géographia wel 
Territorio Nacionai (DGGTENAL) 
(4) Not applicable 
(5) Ing. Manuel Sainz de Miera - 
Secretario Particular 
Instituta Nacional de Estadistica 
Géographia e Informatica (INEGI) 
Direccion General de Géografia 
Patriodioma no 711 - P.M. 
San José Mixcoac - 03415 Mexico - 
DF. 
Tel: 536-64-74/563-99-32 


(6) The official names of places and fea- 


tures in Mexico traditionally have been 
established through use on the official 
maps of Mexico published by the 
Direccion General de Géografia del 
Territorio Nacional (previously the 
Comision de Estudios del Territorio 
Nacional (CETENAL). 
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INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 
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UNITED NATIONS Reporting and voting is based on the lin- 
(1) United Nations Group of Experts on the meetings are published. 





Geographical Names 
(2) Established as an ad hoc body April 27, 

1959, and made permanent on May 3, (1) United Nations International 

1968. Conference on Geographical Names 
(3) Economic and Social Council of the (2) Established July 16, 1965 

United Nations (3) Economic and Social Council of the 
(4) Membership: based on official repre- United Nations 

sentatives of nations belonging to the (4) Membership: governmental officials 

United Nations within established lin- representing member nations of the 

guistic/geographic divisions. Officers: United Nations to the Conference 

chairman, vice-chairman, rapporteur, Officers: president, vice-president, 

and executive second vice president, and rapporteur. 
(5) Maximilien C. de Henseler, (5) Maximilien C. de Henseler 

United Nations Group of Experts on Officer-in-Charge 

Geographical Names Infrastructure Branch 

Infrastructure Branch Natural Resources and Energy Division 

Natural Resources and Energy Division Department of Technical Cooperation 

Department of Technical Cooperation for 

for United Nations 

United Nations New York, NY 10017 

New York, NY 10017 Tel: (212) 754-8569 

Tel: (212) 754-8569 (6) Conferences are held once every 5 
(6) The Group of Experts meets about once years upon the decision of the Eco- 

every two years at the U.N. in lew nomic and Social Council of the United 

York or Geneva the decision of Nations. The work of the Conference 

the Economic and Social Council of the is accomplished by working technical 

United Nations. Work is committees. Current committees are in- 

by working groups dealing with a vari- volved with: 


tional standardization of geographic a. National standardization 
names. Some items currently being b. Gazetteers 
considered include: c. Country names 
d. Writing systems 
a. National standardization ¢. International cooperation 
b. Automated data processing 
c. Training 
d. Gazetteers The working committees are supported by 
¢. Terminology editorial groups responsible for writing 
f. Exonyms reports and resolutions so that the work of 
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lished by the United Nations. Five Con- 
ferences have been held: Geneva, Switzer- 
land (September 4-22, 1967); London, 
England (May 10-31, 1972); Athens, 





Greece (August 17-September 7, 1977), 
Geneva, Switzerland (August 24 - 
September 14, 1982); and Montreal, 
Canada (August 18-31, 1987). 














ACADEMIC ORGANIZATIONS 
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D STAT 


(1) Placename Survey of the United 
States of America 

(2) Established December 29, 
Denver, Colorado 

(3) American Name Society 

(4) Membership: officers include a nation- 
al director, commissioner, and State 
directors. 

(5) Kelsie B. Harder 
National Director 
Placename Survey of the United States 

of America 

State University of New York 
Department of English 
Potsdam, NY 13676 
Tel: (315) 267-2044 

(6) The Placename Survey was established 
to promote a systematic survey of geo- 
graphic name information throughout 
the United States. Most work is being 
done by scholars associated with aca- 
demic institutions in each State. Prior 
national directors were Byrd Granger 
(University of Arizona), Fred A. 
Tarpley (East Texas State University), 
and Randall A. Detro (Nicholls State 
University). Annual meetings are nor- 
mally held in conjunction with those of 
the American Name Society. 


1969, in 


(1) American Name Society 

(2) Established 1951 in Detroit, Michigan. 
Incorporated under the laws of the State 
of Illinois, 1952. 

(3) Independent organization 

(4) Membership: officers: president; first, 
second, third vice-presidents; executive 
secretary; treasurer; editor. The Society 
also has a Board of Managers, an 
Editorial Board, and Associate Book 
Review and Monograph Editors. 
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(5) Wayne H. Finke 
Executive Secretary 
American Name Society 
7 East 14th Street, Apt. 17U 
New York, NY 10003 
Tel: (212) 929-8434 

(6) The Society was founded to promote 
the study of the etymology, origin, 
meaning, and application of all cate- 
gories of names--geographic, personal, 
scientific, literary, commercial, popular- 
-and to disseminate the results of such 
study. The Society publishes an annual 
Report on Work in Progress on Place 
Names, a quarterly magazine “Names,” 
and a bulletin several times a year. 
The Society holds an annual meeting at 
which papers are read and supports 
various regional institutes. 


(1) Names Institute 

(2) Established 1962 

(3) Baruch College, New York, New York, 
and the American Name Society 

(4) Not applicable 

(5) Wayne H. Fink 
Director 
Names Institute 
15 Rosewood Drive 
Madison, NJ 07940 
Tel: (201) 377-4557 

(6) The Names Institute, originally spon- 
sored by Fairleigh Dickinson University, 
Madison, New Jersey, under the direc- 
tion of E. Wallace McMullen, was 
moved to Baruch College in 1987. The 
Institute occasionally publishes  sig- 
nificant papers, which are read at its 
annual meeting. 


(1) South Central Names Institute 
(2) Established 1972 

(3) East Texas State University 

(4) Not applicable 

















(5) Fred A. Tarpley 
Director 


South Central Names Institute 
East Texas State University 
Commerce, TX 75428 
Tel: (214) 886-5251 

(6) The Institute annually publishes most of 
the papers that are read at each meet- 
ing. 


(1) Conference on Literary Onomastics 

(2) Established 1973 

(3) State University of New York College 
at Brockport 

(4) Not applicable 

(5) Grace Alvarez-Altman 
Director 
Conference on Literary Onomastics 
State University College 
Brockport, NY 14420 
Tel: (716) 637-3560 

(6) The Conference deals mainly with all 
names used in literature including geo- 
graphic names. Most papers are pub- 
lished in an annual document. 


(1) Onomastic Symposium 

(2) Established 1973 

(3) Eastern Connecticut State College 

(4) Not applicable 

(5) Dean Reilein 
Director 
Onomastic Symposium 
Mansfield Center, CT 06250 
Tel: (203) 423-1753 

(6) The Symposium publishes many of the 
papers that are read at its annual meet- 
ings. 


(1) North Central Names Institute 
(2) Established 1980 

(3) Waubonsee Community College 
(4) Not applicable 
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(5) Laurence E. Seits 
Director 
North Central Names Institute 
Waubonsee Community College 
Sugar Grove, IL 60554 
Tel: (312) 466-4811 

(6) The Institute publishes most of the 
papers that are read at its annual meet- 
ing. 


(1) American Placename Institute 
(2) Established in 1989 
(3) University of Alabama 
(4) Operation is in formative stage 
(5) Thomas J. Kallsen 
Director, American Placename Institute 
Map Library 
Department of Geography 
202 Farrah Hall, Box B70322 
Tuscaloosa, AL 35487-0322 
Tel: (205) 348-6028 


(1) Utah Place Name Society 

(2) Established 1982 

(3) Independent organization 

(4) Membership: Board of Directors: 
president, vice-president, secretary- 
treasurer, editor, historian, and two 
appointed members. 

(5) John Van Cott 
President 
Utah Place Name Society 
Room 289 Widtsoe Building 
Brigham Young University 
Provo, UT 84602 
Tel: (801) 225-5367 

(6) The Society was established to en- 
courage the study of Utah place names. 


(1) Illinois Name Society 

(2) Established 1982 

(3) Waubonsee Community College 

(4) Membership: officers: president, vice- 
president, secretary-treasurer 














(5) Laurence E. Seits 
Illinois Name Society 
Waubonsee Community College 
Sugar Grove, IL 60554 
Tel: (312) 466-4811 

(6) The Society was established to en- 
courage the collection and study of 
names in Illinois, to sponsor the North 
Central Names Institute, to publish 
papers presented at the Institute, and to 
publish a bulletin several times a year. 


CANADA 


(1) Canadian Society for the Study of 
Names 

(2) Established 1967 

(3) Independent organization 

(4) Membership: officers: president, vice- 
president, second vice-president, 
secretary-treasurer, and managing editor. 

(5) Wolfgang Ahrens 
Secretary-Treasurer 
Canadian Society of the Study of 

Names 
Department of Languages, Literature, 
and Linguistics 

South 561 Ross Building 
York University 
4700 Keele Street 
North York, Ontario M3J 1P3 

(6) The Society was founded to promote 
the study of names in Canada and to 
provide a central focus for scholars 
working with names. Its annual meet- 
ing, normally held as a part of the 
Canadian Congress of Learned Socie- 
ties, includes the reading of papers and 
a day-long onomastic tour of the 
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area in which the meeting is held. The 
Society publishes "Onomastica 
Canadiana" and a newsletter titled "The 
Name Gleaner.” 


INTERNATIONAL 


(1) International Committee of Onomas- 
tic Sciences 


(2) Established at the Third International 
Congress of Toponomy and 
Anthroponomy, Brussels, Belgium, 
1949, 

(3) Independent. The secretary-general and 
staff support is provided by the Interna- 
tional Centre of Onomastics, Leuven, 
Belgium. 

(4) Membership: delegates to the Commit- 
tee are national scholars in the field of 
onomastics. 

(5) Professor Doctor K. Roelandts 
Secretary-General of the International 

Committee of Onomastic Sciences 
Blijde-Inkomststraat 5 
B-3000 Leuven, Belgium 

(6) The Committee was established as a 
formal body of scholars to promote 
scientific onomastic studies and to pro- 
vide a means of communication bet- 
ween scholars. The publication 
"“Onoma,” begun in 1950, is the biblio- 
graphic and information bulletin of the 
Committee. The International Congress 
of Onomastic Sciences, sponsored by 
the Committee, is held every three 
years in a host country. More recent 
Congresses were held in Bern (1975), 
Krakow (1978), Ann Arbor (1981), 
Leipzig, (1984), and Quebec (1987), 
and the next Congress will be held in 
Helsinki (1990). 
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Section Section 
$i ‘tate Geoeraptuc Board 60. Use of names chown 
56 Composwtron 62. Advertronge of publesbune a came 


without approval 


Sec. 44.19.0534. State Geographic Board. There is in the Office of 
the Governor a State Geographic Board. (§ 1 ch 119 SLA 1961) 


Editor's mote. — Th section derives 
from AS 44 19 350 and «as renumbered by 
the revisor under 01 05 031 


Sec. 44.19.056. Composition. The State Geographic Board 
consists of the director of the Department of Community and Regional 
Affairs, the curator of the state museum, the state historical librarian, 
the commissioner of the Department of Transportation and Public 
Facilities, the commissioner of the Department of Natural Resources, 
the commursssoner of the Department of Education, the director of the 
division of lands, and one other person appointed by the governor (% 1 
ch 119 SLA 1961: am ¢ 11 ch 49 SLA 1963, am § 9 ch 200 SLA 1972. 
am Executive Order No 39, § 11 (1977) 


Effect of amendment. — lursuant te 
Executwwe Order No 39/1977) a reference 
te the Department of Tran«pertation and 
Public bacetrtres tas been substituted fora 
relerence to the Department of Ilehwavs 


Editor's note. — This section derives 
from AS 44.19 J6U and «as renumbered by 
the revisor under U1 US O31 


Sec. 44.19.058. Duties of board. The State Geographic Board has 
the following powers and duties: 

(1) to determine the correct and most appropriate names of the 
lakes, streams, places and other geographic features in the state and 
their spelling: 

(2) to pass upon and give names to lakes. streams, places, and other 
geographic features in the state for which no single generally 
acceptable name has been in use. 

(3) to cooperate with local subdivisions of government and, with 
their approval. change the names of lakes, streams, places and other 
geographic features to eliminate duplication of names in the state. 

(4) to prepare and publish an official state dictionary of geographic 
names and to publish it for sale, either as a complete whole or in parts 
when ready. and 

(5) to serve as the state representatives of the United States 
Geographic Board and cooperate with that board so that there is no 
conflict between the state and feders! designations of geographic 
features im the state. (§ 2 ch 119 SLA 1961) 


Editor's note. — This section derives 
from AS 44 19 370 and was renumbered by 
the reviser under 01 05 031 


Sec. 44.19.060. Use of names chosen. When the State Geographic 
Board gives a name toa lake. stream. place or other geographic feature 
in the state, the name ts the official name of the geographic feature and 
shall be used in all maps, records, documents. and other publications 
issued by the state or its departments and political subdivisions. (4 3 
ch 119 SLA 1961) 


The prov ssons former!, comtarned om AS 
4419000 ore now contaned m AS 
4419028 


Edtter's mote — Thee section derives 
from AS 44 19 380 and was renumbered by 
the revvser ender 01 05 031 
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Sec. 44.19.062. Advertising or publishing a name without 
approval. No person may attempt to modify local usage or name an 
unnanwd geocraphic featurc in an advertixement or publication 
without first obtaining the approval of the State Geographic Board. If 
@ person violates this section. the geographic board shall promptly 
announce its disapproval and shall adopt an official name for the 
feature (§ 4 ch 119 SLA 1961) 


Editor's note. — Thre sectron derives 
from AS 44.19 390 and was renumbered by 
the revisor under v1 05 O31 


LAWS OF ALASKA 











— 1282 
Chapter 149 
, 
2| 
5 
. 
Am act 
| Relating to the Gutios of the State Geographic Board, and 
° providing for an effective dete. 
* Section 1, AS 64.19 te amended by adding « new section to reed: 
Sec. 44.19.99, ALABEA SATIVE PLACE WAMES. fn carrying out its 


ss duties Ce name geographic festures under AS 44.19.058(2) the State 

Geographic Soard shell consider weing Aleske Netive plece nemes for 

grogrephic features in the etete Chet hewe sot previously Seen named, 

weing Netive language writing eyeteme eccepted by the Aleske Netive 
Lenguage Center of the University of Aleske ot Feirbents, 

* Sec. 2. Thhe Act Cakes effect tamedietely in sccordence with 45 01.10. 

1). 
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ALASKA STATE GEOGRAPHIC BOARD 





WHO SELECTS THEM 


The Alaska State Geographa Board ested 
lighed = 1961. coordinates and approves 
naming mm Alaska Tha board conssts of 
commussoners, dwectors of heads of seven 


The U S Board sets national pots end pro 
cedures relating to Doth Gomest« and for 
eg place nemes tt has the last word on 
choxe, spelling and official we of place 
names in the United States 


Goats & Au thonty 
The State Board s powers duties and author 
ity oe et Gut @ the Alecks statutes (AS 
4419370390) tts goats match those dutes 











°'0 prowde names for pieces and features 
for which 0 single generstly acceptadie 
name hast been on ue 


© 10 work ath focal governments in elm 
atiag Oupiication of names 


eto publish an offi! dcvonary of sate 


the 
oftasal name of the piace or testure and 

















NAMES... 


The names of Alaska's places end features. 
wch a Mountems and rwers reflect the 
hustory of the great land 


Alasha s natwe people early explorers and 
proneert have been responsbie for many 
names Geological surveys mineral develop 
ment and other expanson Nave increased (he 
need '0: geographa names 


Some of Alesha s geographa names ere isied 
m the Octonary of Alasha Place Names by 
Donaid Orth (US Geotogwa! Survey Protes 
wons! Paper 567 published n 1967) Tha 
Oatonary sig shows some o! (he problems 
thet Neve aren with Alashe place Semen 
For wetence, there ove 58 Gear Crests 16 
Montene Creeks and 47 Moom Crests 


Withou! piace nanan COMMUnKatION would 
be difficult tor pots. boaters bach pacters 
and other people whe seed 10 um Mapi, 


placet eamly os well as enhance [he her lage 
color ene beauty of oregon 


Geog apna naming responds to the needs of 
the people =Becoum of te potenta for 
comtupon however ¢ requres the mper 
weron of government reguletory and map 
mating agen m 








eNeme @ oF can be melied according to 


Name @ elevent t© the festere being 
named 


e Name os not om use eteewhere om the state 
*Neme @ fot whimece! oF derogetery 
Names promouncesbie 


Mstorical namer 

e Authenticity of name can be established 
eo Name « sesoceted with he area oo whch 
the leature located 


favsting name: of related feeture: wth m 
© Naming o iste efter a ctream wich flows 
trom i 

© Naming 0 giecier efter the mountan it 4 on 














F ovens are everiabie from the above and trom 
them Alsske Owen of Lend offices 








Pouch 7-005 
Anchorage, Ak 99510 


4420 Airport Way 
Fairbanks, Ax 9970) 


Pouch MA 
Juneau, AX 9981) 
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EXECUTIVE ORDER 


No, 82-11 





STATE GEOGRAPHIC NAMES BOARD 


WHEREAS, the history eng culture of Arizona ss reflected in its geographic names, and 

WHEREAS, there « @ need for official rulings which will represent the considered opinion of the State 
of Arizona regarding the proper names uf geograpnic features and places for use in official documents, 
standerd maps and for use in general, and 

WHEREAS, lisison between the State of Arizona and the United Stetes Boord on Geographic Names 
3 needed to elimminete confusion and to promote accord and agreement on geograpnh nome designation 
end origin, 


NOW, THEREFORE, /, Bruce Babbitt, by virtue of the authority vested in me as Governor of the Stete 
of Arizona by the Arizona Constitution and the Laws of Arizona, it «s ordered as follows: 


i. The establishment of the State Geographic Names Boord 


A. There shall be @ State Geographic Names Boord which shail consist of one 
member representing each of the following agencies of orgomzetions: 


1) Arizona Department of Transportation, 

2) Arizona Store Land Deportment, 

3) Arizona Stete Department of Economic Security, 

4) Arizona Stete Depertment of Librories, Archives, ond Public Records, 
5) Arizona Historical Society, 

6) Arizona Association of Counties, 

7) Arizona State Office of Economn Planning end Development, 


from federal funds received by the State end alloceted to the Boord for normel 
expenses and its members if such expenditures ere in eccordence with the low. 


“. Duties of the Boord 


of historical segnificence. 


‘ss BEST C° : 
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E. Prepare, in cooperation with the U.S. Geological Survey, en officiel Stete garet- 
reer of geographic names 
F Adopt bylaws, rules ond procedures for the orderly conduct of operctions. 
G. Represem the State in ell appropriete actions before the United Stotes Board on 


Geographic Nemes and coopercte with thet boerd so thet there «3 no conflict 
berween Stote and federel designetions of geographic festures in the Stote 


“i Use of Nemes Chosen 


When the Stete Geographic Nomes Board gives « name to @ geographic feature im the 
Stete, the mame is the officiel name of the geographic feoture end shall be used in all 
maps, records, documents and other publications sued by the State or ts depertments 
and political suwbarvissons. 


lV. Advertising or Publishing @ Name Without Approvol 


No person mey attempt to modify locel usege or name on unnamed geographk feoture 
in en advertisement or pubdlicetion without first obteming the approve! of the Stete 
Geograph Nemes Boord 


y. Perpetuetion of Historical Nemes 


it is declared the public policy of the Stete thet neturel or ortificiel objects, ploces or 
things continue to be known by the nemes they row beor, as shell be determined by 
the State Geographic Nemes Boord, so thet the historical record of the State may be 
protected end preserved 


IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | hove hereunto set 
my hend end caused to be offined the Greet Seal 
of the Stete of Arizone 


—-— = 


GOVERNOR 





DONE et the Capitol in Phoenix on this nineth 
day of November in the Yeor of Our Lord One 
Thousend Nine Hundred and Eighty-two end of 
the independence of the United Stetes of 


America the Two Hu ond Siath 
ATTEST 
Secretary of /] 
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Policy Guidelines Procedures 


FEBRUARY i969 


Index To Geographic Nemes _Handboox —_ 

ee ae ee ee iii 
Geographic Nemes Handbook . «6 6 6 tt tee 1 
1.00 U. S. Board Op Geographic Nemes... 6 6 st tee een wnwewneens 3 

2.00 Domestic Geogrephic Nemes Committee. . . 6. 6 se eeu we wee uwne 3 

3.00 Approwed Memes . 6. 6 ss tte eee eee ee 3 

4.00 Primciples Of Geographic Naming... 6 6 ss ee eee eww une 3 

5.00 Meme Selection Stendards ... 6 ++ e+e ee ueueuueeueeueuee . 

6.00 Commemorative Name Stenderde .. 6. 6 6 se eee ee 5 

7.0 Derogatory Nemes 2... 6 tt 7 

6.00 Nemes For Administrative Unite And Related Sites And Areas . . .. 7 

9.00 Weme Ceee Investigetion.... 6.6 se eeu eueeenueeeueers 7 

10.00 Direct Extermal Requests ... 6.6 ss se eee een unwnewnuee 8 
11.00 Im-Gerwice Investigation ... 6. ++ e+e ee eueeueueueeuene 9 
9.00 POUR oc ccc ee eeseeeseeseeseeeeseeeeeeesesr ul 
13.00 Cease Preperetion Required... . 6 ss se ee ueueeueueueweuee uu 
4.00 Case Preperetion Not Required... +6 s+ s+ se ee ueueununeuneunene 2 
15.00 Neme Report Preperetion.... 16+ + ee ee eueueeueuneeees ij 
16.00 Geographic Neme Index... 6 6 6 ee 13 
17.00 Posting Amd Meaintemance... «6. 6 6 ee ee eee i} 
18.00 Purmiehing Neme Information... 6 6 6 6 se eee ee 13 
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THE RESOURCES AGENCY OF CALIFORNIA 


OFFICE OF THE ADMINISTRATOR AGENCY ORDER 


Advisory Committee on Geographic Names 29 




















B 7. November 26, 1966 
Teatoe 











Re<ognizing that a need currently exists to provide advice to the 
United States Board on Geographic Names, I am now establishing within 
the Resources Agency an Advisory Committee on Geographic Names. 


The Committee will be composed of the Directors of the below named 
Gepartments or their designees: 


Department of Conservation 
Department of Fish and Game 
Department of Parks and Recreation 
Department of Water Resources 
Department of Harbors and Watercraft 


In addition, the State Geologist shall serve as chairman of this 
Commattee. 


The Committee shall serve as staff for the Administrator in developing 
suggested advice to the Domestic Names Committee of the United States 
Board on Geographic Names and other organizations or agencies having 
interest in OF responsibilities for determining the geographic names to 
be used on maps published by federal agencies. The Committee shall 
consult with other state bodies outside the Resources Agency, and with 
local authorities at the county and city levels when preparing its 
recommendations to the Administrator. 


The Committee shall also be responsible for reviewing from time to 
time the Geographic Names Handbook and recommending appropriate 
revisions thereto. 














GEOGRAPHIC NAMES HANDBOOK 


This handbook is prepered primarily for =he guidance of state agen- 
cies; however, its use dy local agencies end the private sectir is encoureged. 


Nemes nave « serious significance to any =ep user. Erroneous sames 
ere epperent to even the sost inexperienced asp users. Personal plece nases 
ere often a source of pride to « family or s commaity, end the sisspelliag., 
misapplication or omission of 8 name aay cause resentoent ‘hat will ispeir 
the charecter of ep otherwise excellent map and demage the reputetion of the 
agency responsible. Is « broeder sense, the strength, comsistency, and eppro- 
prieteness of nemes are smarxs of the vigor, growth, end permanence of « nation 
end « society. Much can be dome to retein historic heritage, color, end pic- 
turesqueness through ‘udicious selection of new cames. 


To those depending on e gap in performance of duty, en errosecus 
meme can be irriteting, comfusing, end costly. incorrect seses assy ceuse 
serious sistekes in such activities es fire control, rescue, end recrestionel 
use; elso, in samy cases, legel confusion end litigstion cen result fros seme 
changes. is view of the iaportance of eccurste aap semes, it is essential 
that ell state personnel diligently endeavor to subait complete end correct 
meme information before proposing e neme to be applied to «a neturel feature. 


In this hanébook the ters “geogrephic seme is concerned vith thet 
portica of toponymy relating prigsrily to physical feetures end, seconderily, 
tO populeted pleces. It aust be recognized, however, thet the differences 
between generic terms epplied to fesetures end plecen (e.g., hill, strees, 
gully) which ere the proper subject of this hendbook, end those generic terus 
epplied to the culturel works of aap (e.g., canal, roed, sirport, equeduct | 
is scometioes indistinct due to the fect thet, when is ing, & tendency exists 
for the one to essume the identifying properties of the other. 


leases exist where the nape of 6 roed hes gecserepmic significance. 
Cemels ere culturel festures, but specific circumstences easy fevor their iden- 
tification es geogrephic fesetures end, comsequentiy, s name epplied to cepi- 
telize upon their geogrephic cherecteristics. Sometioes e plece nase will 
nave application elsost entirely to e culturel festure, such 6s 6 town, villsge, 
clmrch, echool, store, or depot. However, the principal generics encountered 
will be rivers, creeks, streeas, lexes, ponds, sounteins, ridges, peaxs, end 
other items of reedy definition end ecceptence es geogrephic terus. 


The name of e lake or reservoir impounded by « des ic properly « 
responsibility of those workins with seosrephic neases, while the nese of the 
dem is commonly the responsibility of the spomsor or tuiider. The iagportence 
of geographic nemes hes been eccented by the eddition of e Section io1.° to 
the Celifornie Weter Code, which reads es follows: 


“The Californie Weter Commission shell heve the power to nase 
ell facilities of the Stete seter Resources Development Systes ovned 
by the stete. The commission apy receive testisony from the public 
om astters involving its responsibilities ader *his sectics, and 
efter public hearing for the purpose of considering ell proposed 
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memes for such facilities, musy, by resolution, express its 
Gecisicn regarding the naming of specific facilities cf the 
Stete Weter Resources Development Systex.” 


The widespreed interest in geogrephic names is indicative of their 
importance. The Domestic Geogrephic Nemes Committee of the U. S. Board on 
Geographic Nemesi/ reviews emi correlates the dete et the federal level. The 
Boerd has final suthority with respect to the choice of names to eppesr coo 
ell federel saps, since it is obviously edventageous that names be kept as 
unifors es possible. To eid in eccomplishing this desireble end by providing 
liaison with the Board, the Soggeter: for Resources hes esteblished an Advisory 
Committee on Geographic Nemes.2’ In eddition to providing en official lisison 
with the Boerd, the AGGN coordinates name selection procedures vithis the 
Resources Agency, extends its coordinating fecilities for use by other stete 
egencies, and cen end does provide assistence to locel governments and the 
general pubdlic. 


The seven senbers of the ACGN represent the Depertment of Conser- 
vetion, Deperteent of Fish and Geme, Deperta@ent of Harbors end Wetercreft, 
Department of Perks and Pecreetion, State Lends Division, and Department of 
Weter Resources, whose various divisions constitute the major Land-owning, 
lanéd-maneging, end mep sexing egencies in Stete Government. Representatives 
from the U. S. Forest Service, Netional Perk Service, and U. S. Geologicel 
Survey ettend by invitetion ell meetings of the AOGGN end serve for ell prec- 
tical purposes es very velcome ex-officio members of ACGGN. Other state end 
federel agencies are encouraged to heve representetion st seetings of the 
ACGH as appropriete. The AGON hes edopted the Department of Fish end Gene's 
regional division of the Stete for edministrative purposes, vith « seuber 
responsible for ectivity in one essigned district. 


The Boerd hes welcomed the edvice of the ACGN end refers the 
California portion of all Docketag to the sembers of the AGGN for reviev 
end recommendation pricr to ection. Neturelly, historicel societies, county 
end city officials, local historiens end interested individuels contribute end 
eppreice neme dete eccording to their interest. This edvice is sought end 
encouraged by the ACON. All state agencies involved is naming geographic 
feeturer ere urged *o perticipete in this progres end to seek epproval end 
confirmation of suggested names by the Board through the AGGN. Personnel 
withis the Resources Agency proposing nases to be used in conjunction vith 
state ectivities or protects should submit proposels to the AOGGN in eccord- 
ence vith this hendboox. 


The following remmberec sections of this handbook have been edepted 
from the United States Forest Service Geogrephic Nemes Handbook. The gener- 
osity of the Forest Service in permitting this edeptetion is gretefully 
ecamoviedcgec. 


panes known es the Boerd. 

2/Hereinafter known es the AGUN. See Exhibit 1 for agency order establishing 
the AGGN. Amd see Exhibit LA for agency order continuing AGON. 

j/Dockets are tabulations, together with pertinent informstion, of proposed 
geographic names, prepered by the Domestic Nemes Committee for its sonthly 


meetings. 
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1.00 - U. S. BOARD Oli GEOGRAPHIC NAMES. Brosdly speaking, the pur- 
pose of the Board is to s the names of geogrephic features on maps 
end in other official publications of the Federal Government. On September 4, 
1890, the Board was established by Executive Order. In 1934 the Boerd vas 
the Department of the Interior. In 1947 Public Law 242 provided 
th central authority for standardizing geographic names emong 
federal departments end for other purposes. 


The Board, conjointly with the Secretary of the Interior, form- 
lates Federal Government principles, policies, and procedures related to both 
domestic end foreign geographic names end determines the choice, spelling, send 
epplicetion of these names for officiel use. 


2.00 = DOMESTIC GEOGRAPHIC NAMES COMMITTEE. The Domestic Geogre- 
phic Nemes Committees of the Boerd is composed of representatives from the 
Departments of Agriculture, Commerce, Interior, end Post Office and the 
Government Printing Office. It deals with sll neme proposals and name prob- 
lems in the fifty stetes, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, and the territories 
and possessions of the United States. 


The Committee handles questions of conflict, proper epplication of 
geographic semes, and new name proposals. The Executive Secretery of the 
Committee is in the Map Information Office of the Geological Survey. See 
Exhibit 4 for more information on the Domestic Geographic Names Committee. 


Name case data and recommendstions are submitted to the Executive 
Secretery. In the office of the Executive Secretary of the Committee, refer- 
ence records ere asinteained, and investigations ere conducted end correlated 
with ell interested government and other agencies and individuals. Following 
the essembly end evaluation of the facts om e case, « definition is prepered 
for the mame end the asin facts justifying the recommendstion ere furnished 
in e numbered Docket to sembers of the Committee. Generally, the nusbered 
Docket is furnished to the members et each gaonthly meeting for consideration 
et the next meeting in about 30 days. If the review of a name by en interested 
agency is mot complete in this period, it is customsry to esk for a ressonsble 
deferment. The Committee endeavors to cleer up the older Dockets promptly and 
give early ection to each recommendstion. To sccomplish this, egency requests 
for deferments should be held to e minimum and to the shortest possible time. 


Minutes of each Committee meeting are distributed to members, end 
notice of ection taken is furnished to others es required. Promlgation of 
the epproved names then becomes the responsibility of the interested govern- 
ment agencies. Compiled lists of epproved names are distributed periodically 
in “Decision Lists” issued by the Boerd. 


3.00 - APPROVED NAMES. liemes approved by the Board for use on 
federal maps Should be promptly and uniformly used by ell state egencies. 


4.00 - PRDICIPLES OF GEGGRAPHIC NAMES. The responsibility thet is 
involved in @ name proposel originating in the stete agencies should be 
recognized. In every case, thic deminds e femilierity with ACGN and Boerd 


L/Hereinafter known es the Committee. 
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Sumctions. Proposals for new names should conform to the principles under 
5.00 through 7.00 established by the Board and adopted by the Secretary for 
Resources. ‘Names referred to the ACGN for concurrence should conform to 
these principles, except in cases of well-justified devietions. 


5.00 - NAME SELECTION STANDARDS. In the proposal or ccns}dgereticn 
of names for geographic Peatures, the following should be observed:=/ 

3.01 - Euphomious end historically suitable names, such as those 
of Indian or Spenish origin, should be retained with due regard to linguistic 
end historic consistency. 


5.02 - Duplication of nemes for features nesr to each other should 
be evoided. 


2.03 - Proposals to name features for living persons ere not nor- 
mally eccepted by the Boerd. On rere occasions, the Board has accepted names 
of living persons for minor features when such names are of long established 
locel usege. 


5.04 - Lomg end clumsy nemes, and nemes composed of two or sore 
words in sddition to the generic, should be evoided. 


5.05 - Rememing of features possessing names long in use and widely 
accepted is to be deplored (for exemple, the suggestion made in Merch, 1965, 
that Mt. Whitney be renamed to Mt. Churchill). 


5.06 - Proposed changes to existing names in Californie asy have 
confusing end serious legal remifications beceuse of county charter end pri- 
vate land descriptions. Where eny feature forms or is edjacent to e politicel 
subdivision boundery, cereful consideretion and study should be made before 
recommending e change. 


<,O7 « Multiplicetion of names for ¢cifferent perts of =he seme 
feature is to be svoided. 


5.06 - It is desireable thet eech mejor tributery of e stream should 
neve e specific neme. A distinctive neme naving ae cood chance of locel eccep- 
ter.ce is prefereble over one containing the conjunctive term fork, brench, or 
prong. 


5.0) - Spelling end pronunciation senctioned by locel usege should 
pe edopted. Usege of femily names is frequently en exception to this guide. 


.10 - «here spelling end promuncietion heve been changed by locel 
usege, it is frequently inedviseble to ettempt another cnange. 


1/The Government Printing Office Style Manuel conteins generel guidelines 
for ebbrevieting, cepitelizing, end compounding; «a list of preferred 
spellings; end other useful information. 
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5.1. - Where <he same name wes originally epplied to gore than one 
feature in ap ares, and the spelling and promunciation have since been 
changed to produce two well-established names, no attempt should be made to 
change either 


-1} - The possessive form should be avoided whenever in so doing 
the euphony or descriptive application of the name is not changed. 


-14 + The spelling center when part of « name should always be 
used in erence to centre. 


5.15 - The use of hyphenated names should be svoided. 

5.16 - The Board does not approve any abbreviated forms of geo- 
grephic names, except in those rare cases where such an ebbreviation is part 
of a legally incorporated name. Use of abbrevieted forms on saps or publi- 
cations is, however, a matter of editorial judgment. 


5.17 + The words city and town should normally be svoided in place 
names, except where vell es shed through usage. 


6.00 - eA It is of significance that 
the relative importance a feature shou weighed against the laportance 


of other features of the region. Thus, it is inappropriate to propose naming 
@ major peak for John Doe or a small pond for Winston Churchill. 


The outstanding beauty of « small mountain may bring it isto a 
maior catecory. vhile the cresence of other crominent ~ee<e ‘n en area could 
have the effect of placing « lofty peak in a secondary category. Charec- 
teristics of these categories are detailed under 6.01 through 6.03. 

6.01 - MAJOR FEATURES. A major feature may be « sountein renge or 


@ group; high, massive or specteculer mountain, summit, peak or ridge; Large 
lake or river; major island or prominent cape. 


1. Quelifications 
e. Only one asjor feature of « «kind to a person. 
bd. The person so honored should have enduring fame. 
+. Public service must be sore than regional. 
4. Hoporeable fame, not notoriety. 


e. Importance of person commensurate with magnitude of 
features. 
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f. Qualifies by association in one of the following ways: 
(1) Exploration survey or scientific investigation. 
(2) Conservation of natural heritage. 
(3) Lomg essociation with the feature. 


(4) Outstanding service to the people of the area. 
Sy ee Before approving names for major or 
secondary features, mist have evidence on file as follows: 


es. The came is that of « deceased person whose eligibility 
for the hbomor is established in accordance vith the 
rules for naming major or secondary features. For 
major features the person shall be justly distinguished 


for services which unquestionably benefited the people 
and Netion. 


>. Biographical material proving good character and 
reputation. 


c. Stetements showing that the proposed name is sot dis- 
tasteful to the local residents. 


= ee ey FEATURES. A secondary feature aay be « somali 
mountain, ridge, cier, » medium to small island or medium- 
sized lake or river. The person shall have been associated with the feature 
as required by qualificetions for « major feature (6.01). 


The name of « deceased member of the Armed Forces or state servant 
will be comsidered for application to a feature on or sear where by met death 
in the lime of duty or engaged in heroic action. The name of a sember of the 
Armed Forces who died in the line of duty anywhere vill be considered for 
application to en vunamed feature with which he was associated. 


For qualifications and evidence required, see 6.01. 


6.0} - MDVOR FEATURES. A minor feature may be « hill, small vater- 
course, or cove. 


l. qualifications. Qualifications will include ome of the 
following: 


a. Loma-time establishment of the name in local useage. 
>. Name of an early occupant or ovner. 


Cc. Member of the Armed Forces or « state servant vho died 
in the lime of duty. 
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>. A person closely essocieted vith the feature. 
©. A person who cied near the feature. 


2. Evidence Fecuirec. Before approving commemorstive neses for 
minor features, =ne Soarc cust have on file evidence es follows: 





&. The neme is that of a deceased person whose eligibility 
for the nonor is established in eccordance with the rules 
for neming minor festures. 


db. Statements showing that the locel residents vill eccept 
the name. 


7.00 - DEROGATORY NAMES. in reviewing geogrephic names, the Boerd 
is governed by the fol.owing criteria: 





1. The disepprovel of eny new or proposed change to « neme 
conteining @ cerogstory ‘ers. 


2. All such nemes currently appearing on federel aaps vill be 
revievec by the publishing agencies, end as the ceps ere revised, 
the names will be referred to the Boerd for review end ection. 


1.0. - Derogetory terms shell not be used on eny new state aeps or 
publicetions es pert of = geogrephic nase. when such e ters is encountered 
is locel usege, it will not be incorporeted in the mp. 


5.00 = Mads FOR ADMDSISTRATIVE UHITS AD RELATED SEPES_ARD ABBAS. 
Stenderds for neming eatanictretive units end related sites areas, 
ieacluding sesorials enc dedications, sre importent. Much cen be done to 
preserve pest history enc heritage through judicious choice. although not 
included in the geoerephic names cetegory, it is essential thet changes is 
the desianstions be incorvorsted into map revisions. 

TIONS. Investigetions of names ere 


—- © NAME CASE 

conducted for the purpore of preparing e beckground to guide the eventuel 
recommendation of the ACON. The degree of investigzetion ami aenner of 
epproech very somewnat depending on which of the mein classes of investige- 
tion ere required. These sre detailed under ».51 through 11.05. 


ee ee ee ee 
ACGN by way of copies of the fornie portion of the Dockets. Many semes 
require internal confirmation only. If pertinent information from outside 


agencies or privete individuals is needed, e deferment is usuelly requested 
of the Bosrd to provide *ime to make the necessary contects. 










9.02 - PROPOSED - Investigations resulting in the confirme- 
tion or the compi.stion of alternative proposels for names submitted by other 
egencies include, but are not necesserily restricted to, the following: 


1. Application of the neme. 
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2. Extent of the feature. 

3. Spelling and promunciation of tue name. 

&. Verification of presented historical and other date. 
5. Local pleat and aap usage. 

6. Local signing practice. 

7. Local text references. 

8. Lecal acceptance in oral usage. 

9. Comfirming local findings by other agencies. 
10. Degree of local edvisory group participation. 
li. Administrative history or preference. 


9.03 - + Good judgment is required to determine the 
degree to which these po ere covered. If the investigstion comfirms the 
® report to the AGON covering the general results should be 
sufficient. Upon epprovwal by the ACGGN, recommendations are forwerded to the 
° f findings are in any vay contrary to name propesals, full 
furmished. This is necessary to enable the AGGN to 
the Board. 


current maep usege, clear in application, simple is 
propumciation, accepted by local people, and in agreement with acceptable 
requirements, may be reported beck promptly to the AGGN without further delay. 


40.00 - DIRECT EATERAAL ROASTS. Meny nov sane proposals, sane 
changes, or discrepancies are brought directly to the attention of the ACORN. 
These should be investigated with emphasis on determining the previous usage 


in the ares, written text, and asp reference. Questions such as the following 
may be significant. 
i. What are the objectives of the proponent? 


2. How will interested persons in the commmnity eccept the 
nev came or « chance? 


3. Will egy confusion to the State or other operations result? 
*. Are there any legal ramifications? 
Im eddition, the specified and pertinent areas of investigetion 


Listed under 9.02 should be covered. Statements should be documented where 
srrropriate and supporting exhibits furnished for ACGON use. 
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11.01 - . A state gap mapuscript aay be in need of edi- 
torial completics, it may be submitted to the appropriate agencies 
for editing. All persommel should give careful consideration to possible 
name errors. Jtete agency personnel, because of their close sssociation vith 
areas and broed coowledge of the State, will heve the best opportunity 
te discover errors. Any errors, omissions, or obsolete or unacceptable names 
that are found should be reported with pertinent details es soon as possible 
to the source. The ACGON is available to help resolve any same conflicts. 
cor 


manuscript editing purposes will 
the ecceptance and careful use of sl. 


12.02 - DOOESTYOAT]O® FROCRTERES AND SETROXS The responsibilities 
procedures or C Dame iovestigetion ere provided 


Agency officers showld consult with the AGON before initiating names 
investigations that aay entell extensive areas or thet aay deal vith oases of 
obscure isterest. The Geological Survey (USGS) Topographic Division is cur- 
reatiy meppina end remapping ereas of the State om standard quedramgle sheets. 
Current program «ere eveilable from the Regional Office of the Geologicel 
Survey or from the State Departeent of Veter Resources, Mapes and Surveys Branch, 
vhich ects as state coordinator for this cooperative sapping progres. Advance 
prints of USOS topogrephic maps in Californie are distributed to all interested 
state organize’ os for comment. All questions regarding names should be 
brought prompt. to the ettention of the AGON is order to avoid « duplicetics 


. a re The first step is « came iovestigatics 
by « Tielé map is to evellable records that perteis to the feature. 
If et some other Level or through some other 

on record will be placed at his disposal. This does 
not relieve the field sen from responsibility for searching for iaformetico 
sou These sources include Forest Service aaps, USO5 aaps, 
Coast and Geodetic Survey (CAOS) charts, Bureau of Land Management (ILM) plete, 
stete aepe, privete agape, old historic aeps, and others. 
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1. Locel Usege. After the record sources heve been revieved, 
the next step is to determine whet seme is in locel usege for the 
feature. Ordinsrily, the locel usege will determine the name. § 4 
meens thet isvestigstors mist personally contect locel iadividusis. 
Among usually relisble scurces ere the county essessor, county sheriff, 
city officials, end the postasster. Other usuelly relisble sources 
ere the landowners, foremen end employees of lendowners residing sear 
the feature, lugbermen or stocmmen vorking is or seer the festure, 
local historical societies or the local historian, end the olétisers 
of the eres. Often ome comtect will leed to enother end sore reliable 
information. Velueble record isformstion easy be eveilable is the 
county deed records to assist in determining seme history and proper 
spelling. Incidentelly, the historic spelling for names thet changed 
through the years cen often be verified from dstes on tombstones is 
femily or local ceseteries. 


Diplomacy must be used in questioning people ebout items to 
evoid giving the icpression thet they ere ensvering to en execting 
officiel inquiry, ‘hereby ceusing thes t~> hesitete or to becouse 
indecisive. Strive to apxe the inquiry follow the lines of en 
ordinary conversetiocn betvees tvo people with e autuel point of 
interest. At the end of the comversetioa, hovever, escertein the 
spelling of the geogrephic name es the individvel knows it, end esk 
his name, eddress, end occupetion. These fects should be vwrittes 
down et tise of the interviev. 


Is order to comtect an individuel effectively, the investigstor 
should be fully ecqueinted with his record information. He should 
neve « persomel «powledge of the ares ed jecent to the festure is 
question. it will sometises be difficult for the field asa to 
determine if be and his informant ere speeking of the seme festure. 
A laree-sceie cetei.ec cep, & plapigetric, or best of ell, & topo- 
aTephic sep, end en serial photogreph will be invalueble is order 
to esteblish the identity of the festure. 


If the meme epplies to the higher of two nesrby peexs of 
apperently equal ¢levetion, the proper peek end nese should be 
circled on the aap end the pnotoarepn. if « streem being named 
extends beyonce the edge of the aap, the neme should also be placed 
om the edjecent aap enc underscored, even thowgh omiy & Short seg- 
ment of the streem occurs on the edjecent map. 

2. Signs. The relationsnip betveen posted signs end asp seuss 
is necesseriiy very close. fFosted signs ere iaportent evidence of 
Locel vwsege. Any person engeced in neme reseercn depends heevily 

e "4-2 TO Pesce Bos oan «5 
contrary to indiceted iocel ‘usage, furtner checaing is required es 
to the besis for the sign, the posting egency, length of tiae it 
hes been in existence, previous signing, etc. Certeinly nothing is 
gore confusing to the map user than disegreement between e sign ené 
the map, perticuleriy if both ere from the seme egency. 


}. Reporting. The investigstor will furnish ell the essentiel 
iaformetion om the eppropriete form. We should reelise thet his 
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informations will be subjected to close scrutiny by sumercus indi- 
viduals end orgemizetions while « decision is being reeched. It is 
of perticuler importence that the origin or history of « nese be 
given es completely es possible on tne meme report. If the nese 
originates from en historical event, this should be explained. A 
Gescriptive meme should be commented upon es to its suitebility for 
the festure. If the neme is derived from « lenguege other thes 
English, the history, seaning, end promuncistion aust be set forth 
es cleerly es possible. For new or proposed names, an explenstica 
should give the reesos for the choice. Locel support, if any, fros 
orgenizetions or individuals should be stated. Disagreement should 
elso be acted is the report. 


Proposed new nemes for geogrephic feetures require strict evelu- 
etion before they ere recommended. The neme of « decessed person of 
prominent essocisticn vith the feature may be used, but often this 
is e G4ifficult determination to aeke anc extensive investigstion asy 
be required. If the name cf « person is being considered, « history 
of the individual end his relationship to the feseture aust be given. 
Definite date of his desth aust be stated. lew names should be 
short, preferebly one word, eppropriste, end euphoniocus. The use of 
words such es big end little should be evoided whenever possible. 


The generic part of « nese should be eppropriete for the festure 
or eres. The use of creek for e watercourse aight be undesireble is 
en eres where « watercourse is freqently called « gulch. Locel usage 
will be the most relisble guide in selecting the generic nese. The 
suitebility of the generic meme should be commented upon in the sane 
report to evoid any future question. 


The fielé agen vill ettech the best eveileble aep to the report 
form. This should be of sufficient scele to show the feature vithout 
doubt or confusion. The gep will show, in colored pencil, the nese 
lettereé as <he fielé sen wouls like it t> sppeer “mn she mbiished 
gep. The feeture vill elso be colored or outlined to show extent 
of the epplicetion. 


Specific questions on the report must be enswered es fully ee 
informetion permits. 


ae » The two stenderd forms of the Boerd for nage changes 
or nev propose 9-34 3A, DOMESTIC GEOGRAPHIC NAME PROPOSAL end 
9-1364, PROPOGAL OF NAME FOR AN UNNAMED DOMESTIC FEATURE. These forms ere 
illu ctreted es Exhibits 2 end 3} et the end of this handbook. They may be 
sec.red through @e request to the AGGN Chairman, ctete Division of Mines end 
Geology, Ferry Building, Sen Frampcisco, Celifornie ill, or from the 

U. S&S. Boaré om Geogrephic Nemes, Depertment of the Interior, Geological 
Survey, Weehington, D. C. 20242. Docket investigations will be reported 

by semorendum. Such cases are too numerous and dissimilar to be reported on 
established form. 


a ae Ceses requiring submission of 
@ report to are #6 : 
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vueed in sevwepepers, locel directories, in giving 


name with reference to the originsl feature 
is found that the approved and previously 


accepted 
For example, the original application asay heave been to an entire 
feature whereas present conditions and usege have reduced the appli- 
cation to only « portions of the feature. 
whi pe 


Liing is et variance with existing decisions. 
A Board decision aay spell « came in agreement with the original 
source, but ite use locally aay have completely lost this earlier 

form apd significance. If the locel useage is consistent and of long 
standing, the ACGGN will prepere « recommendation for Boerd ection. 


- Nemes of features too frequently repeated. Too seny Mud 


5 
sete ts , Red Mountains, etc., in am ares can cause 

ion. it is tageous to reduce duplications 
when reasonably uniform comcurrence and ecceptance by local interests 


vueage, Gap veage, or « Board decision. 


7. Names of places which are different from the reilroed 
station or post office therein. 


. = on +» Below ere listed the 
prine! pad es ey ee eit s nase 


for Board approval, provided such sames do not in some related way fall 
is ope of the preceding classifications requiring « decisics. 
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l. Nemes for which there ere existing effirsmstive decisions 
by the Board. 


2. Nemes thet heave been established by ensctment of Congress 
or the Legisisture. 


3. Memes that heve been formally epproved by eny stete board 
or commissions is conformity with the principles of the AGGN insofar 
es they apply to feetures wholly withis the jurisdiction of the Stete 
ené for use only in publications under the Stete's jurisdiction. This 
a ee eae 
page 1). 


%. Official names of post offices, insofer es they apply coly 
to the names of post offices. 


5. Nemes not geogrephic, usually ephemerel end generelly 
eppliceble to aan-built structures. 


6. Nemes in generelly eccepted use for such festures as dans, 
reilrosds, highveys, bridges, lighthouses, renser stetions, end 
other sigiler structures thet heve been cfficielly edopted. 


15.09 - a It will be the responsibility 
of the to determine @ meme requires « Gecicion by the Boerd. After 
receiving the report of the investigetion from the cember in whose eres the 
meee occurs, the AGGN will check ell its records for further informsticn. 
Current cases end those elreedy epproved will be cerefully reviewed to 
evoid Guplicetions. Siaple errors brought ebout by sisunderstendings, 
éreftemen's errors, et<., aay be trested es aap corrections end corrected 
within the stete egencies, provided the error nes not been perpetueted by 
@ subsequent map. 


46.90 - ts AS up-to-dete record of ell 
recommendsetions +o the Ta 1s apinteined by tne 4CU8. 


41.20 ~ FST AS MADEMARE. it is santetory thet ol revi- 
sions of stete aeps conform with the sost recent decisiogar om geographic 
names. 


28.00 - REESE: EAE DPOATECR. Agencies preparing saps 

which will receive pubiic tribution end will require sore detailed neming 
then previous aeps heve received should list #11 new names with history end 
Justificetion end forwerd thes to the ACG. The AGE will in turn exemisoe 


the proposed sew memes in order to prepere « recoemendetion to the Domestic 


> 2 ** = ** 
pecerTepnic “emer © crmittee. 
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APPENDIX D 


STATE OF HAWAIlI 


ACT 50 





ACT 50 H.B. NO. 2266-74 


SECTION |. Purpose. The purpose of this Act is to create a State Board 
on Geographic Names to assure uniformity in the use and spelling of the 
names of geographic features within tne State. 

SECTION 2. The Hawaii Revised Statutes is amended by adding a new 
chapter to be appropriately designated and to read: 


“CHAPTER 
STATE BOARD ON GEOGRAPHIC NAMES 


Sec. I State board on geographic names. There shall be in the de- 
partment of land and natural 


consisting of 
of 


tz 
a 
; 
: 
! 
| 





custodian of its official records. The board shall select one of its members as 
chairman of the board to serve for a term of four years or until his successor is 
selected. 


Sec. ~-3 Responsibilities of the boast. (a) The board shall designate 
the official names and spellings of geographic features in Hawaii and provide 
for circulation thereof to the appropriate State and other agencies. In its de- 


and natural resources shall publish an an- 

list of its decisions, together with information regarding location, the ori- 

and meaning of names, and alternate names and spellings for the features 

named, which list together with the pertinent information shall be sent to the 

board of geographic of the United States. 
the 





SECTION 3. This Act shall take effect upon its approval. 
(Approved May 25. 1974) 
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S. B. 265 





Senate Bit No. 265—ComMITTEFr ON Natural RESOURCES 


Marcu 15. 1985 


— a 8 


Referred to Committee on Natura! Resources 


SUMMARY —Creates Nevada state board on geographic names (RDR 26 109) 


FISCAL NOTE Effect on Lixal Government ‘No 
Effect on the State or on Industria! insurance Effect kew than 
$2.00) 


bam eseteee — Meme ¢ aains Gore Sener @ freee FJ meee © Oe eemenes 





AN ACT relating to geograph names. creating the Nevada state Doard of geographa 
names. prescribing “3 powers and duties. and providing other matters property 
relating thereto 


THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEVADA. REPRESENTED IN SENATE AND 
ASSEMBLY. DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS 


Section 1. Chapter 327 of NRS is hereby amended dy adding 
thereto the provisions set forth as sections 2 to 7. inclusive, of this act 

Sec. 2. As used in sections 3 to 7. inclusive. of this act, unless the 
context otherwise requires, the term “board means the Nevada state 
board on geographic names. 

Sec. 3. The Nevada state board on geographic names is hereby cre- 
ated to coordinate and approve geographic names within the state for 
official recommendation to the United States Board on Geographic 
Names. 

10 Sec. 4. The board consists of 

* i. One representative of cach of the follwing agencies or organiza- 
12 tons: 

13 (a) Bureau of mines and geology of the State of Nevada. 
14 (b) Faculty of the University of Nevada, Reno 

1S (c) Faculty of the University of Nevada, Las Vegas. 

16 (d) Nevada state library 

17 (e) Department of transportation of the state 

18 (f) State departmen: of conservation and natural resources 
19 (g) Nevada historical society. 

20 (th) United States Bureau of Land Management 
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) Unued States Forest Service. 

Each agency vr organization she'l designate a representative and one 
ulternanve representative for this purpose. 

2) 4m executive secretary who is a nonvoting member of the board. 
The state resident cartographer shall serve in this position. If there is 
not such a cartographer. the voting members of the board shall select 
the executive secretary 

Sec. 5. /. The board shail designate from among its members a 
chairman and a vice chairman and shail adopt rules for its own man- 
agement 

2 A majornt, of the voung members of the board constitutes a quo- 
rum for the transaction of business. 

3. The board shall meet at such times and places as are specified 
by the chairman, but may not hold more than four meetings in any ! 
wer 

4 Members of the board shail serve without compensation. travel 
expenses or subsistence allowances except as they may be provided by 
the members respective agencies and organizations 

Sec. 6 /. The board shail 

(a) Receive and evaluate ail proposals for changes in or additions to 
names of geographic features and places im the state to determine the 
most appropmate and acceptable names for use im maps and official 
documents of all levels of government. 

(b) Make official recommendations on behalf of the state with respect 
to each proposal 

(c) Assist and cooperate with the U'nited States Board on Geographic 
Vames in matters relating to names of geographic features and places 
in Nevada 

(d) Maintain a list of advisers who have special knowledge of or 
expernse im Nevada history. geography or culture and consult with 
those advisers on a regular basis in the course of us work 

2 The board may 

(a) Adopt regulations to assist im carrving out the functions and dunes 
assigned to u bv law 

(6) Ilmumate proposals for changes in or additions to geographic names 
im the state. Any proposal ininated by the board must be evaluated in 
accordance with the same procedures prescribed for the consideranon 
of other proposals 

Sec. 7. Amy person group or agency of federal. state ofr local gow 
ermment may propose @ change im or the addition of any geographic 


name within the state by submutting u to the board for evaluation and 
recommendation 


5s 


2 Upon receipt of any such proposal. together with sufficient sup- 
porung informanon the board shail 
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(a) Place the proposal on te argerida for preliminary consideration 
- al $s next meeting. 

3 (b) Give appropriate notice to persons and groups “he are affected 
4 by the proposal or might have an interest in ut. 

5 (c) Provide opportunities for public comment. 

6 (d) Conduct such research and field investigations as ut deems neces- 
7 sary 

8 3. The board may not take final action on any proposal until it has 
9 been given preliminary consideration al one or more previous meetings. 
10 4. Whenever the board takes final action on a proposal, it shail 
|| nonfy the person. group or agency who submitted the proposal and 
\2 shall transmu the official recommendation to the United States Bourd 
13 of Geogrophic Names 
i4 Sec. 8. This act becomes effective upon passage and approval 
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WHEREAS, the history amd culture of Utah is reflected in its ceoerapnhic 
names; anc 


WHEREAS, the public has an interest in geographic names; axt 


S, state and federa. egencies have need for suthcritative 
informetian on geogrepfac 1 i = 
WHEREAS, lLiaiecn between the State of Viah ant the United States Soar 
om Jecgraprc: Samet is neecec to e.itinste comiusion at to promote sccord ax 
egreesert a gecgrTapmi: name cesiguation am origins; 


Ou, TMEREPOFE, =. Calvir L. Raton. Governer of the Bate of Vt 
virtue of the euthority vested in ae ty the Constitution ext the Laws of the 
State of Nah, Go heredy order: 


L- That e Piah State Committee on Geographic Vases be established. 


2. Theat the Directer of the Division of State “istery shal. be 


responsible fcr the proper function of the sais *cmmittee. 


3. Thet a committee of eleven seaters shall be appointed by the Chal : 
a the Board of State Histary with the concurrence of the Governor, aut shal. 
include at .east coe seaber cf the Soard of State Sister. 


a. That said committee's crimary Sunctions are to ect af Lialemn between 


the J.5. Board of Feogreptmic Seames at to review a. geographic sate Carers oF 


Theat ay iah stete « mcy sroporing gecerepnic nem coanges of ay 
kind sha. subeit such changes to the iat State Committee @. Sogn: Samet 
ior sticr review. 

& Theat it is recommended that federa. agencies, private goose. ax 
indivicwa.s proposizg to change ay geogreptic nese in Nah, Subst sucr 
srapeses chamwes to th Vitek Stete Committee ao weogrepnic Seses [or oria@’ revies. 
— Sass wR. | herve set 
@ set at coupe’ to b afTiaeec 


the Jeet Sea. of the Mate of 





[2.. DSRS the Mate Veaeite 

















GUIDELINES 
FOR THE 
WASHINGTON STATE BOARD 
ON GEOGRAPHIC NAMES 





INTRODUCTION 


Names have a special significance to persons using maps. 
charts or documents. as they entity geographic locanons, 
recoumt hustory, commemorate people and events Without 
geographx place names. communication would be difficult 
The muaspeiling, misapplication. duplication of omission of 
a name may cause geographx contusion. complications m 
emergency situations, create resentment and umpair the validity 
of an otherwuse excellent map in a broader sense, the strength. 
consistency and appropriateness of names are marks of the 
vigor, growth and permanence of a nation and its people Much 
can be done to enhance hrstor« heritage. color and pxturesque- 
ness of a region through judssous selection and preservation 
of sagnaficant and appropriate names 

Consequently while geographx place naming os responsive 
to the needs and will of the publ. « «= of necessity 2 function 
that requires the supervision and coordmmation of local, state 
and federal government and thew respectrve map producing 
agencies The Washengton Scare Board on Geograph Names 
(established july 1975 by RCW 445126020) coordmares and 
approves names within the Scate of Washington The. § Board 
formulates federal proncupies polkoes and procedures relered 
to both domestx and formgn geographa names and determines 
the final chosce. speileing and appixation of names for offal 
natwonal and wnternationa! use Whole ot os rhe ultemarte authormy 
tor tederel usage, the L 5 Board works m close and dependent 
cooperation eeth che Washengron Scare Board Hence apphca- 
non for proposed mame changes. oew names. spetleng clare 
tcateons, etc. sent derectly to the L S Board. are tore reterred 
to the Stare Boerd for kcal evaluation and recommendation 


Perroa: werbemg fo seggert seme or whe (eet Ganiwateon: 


ore erred fo make sPfinateon throwg? the Dashengeon Siete 
Beers Applacations may be obtained from and submetted to 


Secretary 
Wastongron Save Board on Utographa Nemes 
Department of Netural Resowrcrs 

Owmpa Teshington S04 
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As much justification as possible should be included to support 
proposals. especially comcerrung alteration of elimination of 
existing names 


OBJECTIVES OF THE WASHINGTON STATE BOARD 
ON GEOGRAPHIC NAMES 


| To serve as the responsible agent to coordinate the umportant 
place-nammng actrvety berween kal state and federal 
agencies. 

> To establish a pracedure tor the retention and formal recog. 
metion of exrsting names. 

4 To standardise the procedures for nameng of renaming 
geog: phe features wrthen state boundaries 

4 To avo of clemenate, whenever posible. the duplication 
of names and to correct spetlong errors 

S To retan and enhance the sgnifance. hertage and du- 
temctrve color of names assacuated with the hutory and de- 


velopment of the state 


COMPOSITION OF THE WASHINGTON STATE BOARD 


| Cormmussoner of Publa Lands of representative (chanman 
ot the Board 

’ Washengron Sate Librarian of representative 

5) Presdent of the Washengron Score Hetorcal Somety of 
represemative 

4 Charman of the Department of Geography. Unversity of 
Washington of representative 
Charman of the Department of Geograpty. Washengton 
Mate Universety. of representative 

6 Teo members of the general pubixn eho are appoented by 
and wrve at the pleasure of the Commrssoner of Publa Lands 


{UTHORITY OF THE WASHINGTON STATE BOARD 


The Washmmgron State Board on Geographa Names « autho 
raed by etere lee wo establish the offal memes for the lekes 
Towne streams places and orher geograph« fesrures erthen 
rhe eteee and the epeiiongs thereon? cacepe © the rare onetances 
# mares specefeed Dy fearrai of state ae Ccograpte frerures 
hy aetinieteon do mot ox bude manmade features of adrmenetr atrve 
areas wach 2s paras game preserves and dams Dut do «mK bode 
o@m and weomede lakes 


RCW 45126020. Secteon §, Leos of 1974. cave mm part 


It shall be rhe Gury of che and « shall hewe “he perwer 


and euthorery to 








tai 


1) Establish the offasal names for lakes, mountains. 
streams. towns. and other geograph« features within 
the state and the spellongs thereot 

2) Assegn names to lakes 

4) Cooperate eth county commussioners. state depart- 
ments to establish and/or determine appro- 
priate names and for the purpose of eluminating 

dupixation of place names eithin the state 

4) Serwe as hanson weth the Unwed States Board 


Secon 4 of the law states The Board ss authorized to establish 
polaes to carry out the purposes of the chapter . 


te 


PROCEDURES FOR REVIEWING NAMES 


The Board normally holds quarterty meetings. all meetings 
are open to the publac 

Applications may be instiated by the State Board of by other 
agencies of ondividuals 

When insuffioent information « provided with the applica. 
ton the Board contacts the applcant and specifies the needed 
data If the information «s not provided by the second meeting 
after the request. the name s dropped from the docket and 
placed on the mnactive file 

Upon recept of an application. the State Board contacts 
individuals and groups mm the private. publ and govern. 
mental sectors who might have an oneerest on or be affected 
by the proposal 

At the same tome. the name os advertised in local papers and 
 prepered for the docket of the neat Board meeting 
Final action « taken on names only after a thorough field 
investigation. consideration at a previous Board meeting and 
pubix notce through advertisement im local papers 
Occassomally decisions on drsputed of questioned names are 
felaved pending further research and of additional publ« 
inpet 

Atver the Scare Board arrives at 2 decuon, the applicant o 
notified and the Board s recommendation is sent to the US 
Board ehech renders final action and informs all concerned 
governmental agences mchudeng directly and onderectty. 
oftunal and private mapmekers 


GUIDELINES FOR NAMING 


New Name: Appieed to | enamed Feature: 


| Nemes «= dGoricnent loco! eeage thet are strongly cop 
ported by kaa! rewdents. 
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Spelling and pronunciation sanctioned by local usage. 
Euphomous and suitable names of Indian. proneer or 
pertinent forergn origin, 

4 Names suggested by pecularines of topograph« features. 
such as form. vegetation or anumail life. 

5 Pertunent. concise names in good taste. without deroga- 
tory of defamatory implications. 

6 In the case of a river, « preferable that the name 
usually follow ts longest branch. 

* Names created by acts of the State Legeslarure. munnxipal 
councils of other local governeng bodes with direct jurss- 
duction regarding geographx names uniess application 
of the names os om contlict with che established and inter. 
lackeng nameng pronciples followed by borh rhe federal 
and state boards. 

§ Names on comformaety with the flavor of existing names 
on the area and. on the case of Indian names. names whch 
adhere to correct (most standardized) speiling. 

9 The relative emportance of a feature commensurate with 

the umportance of the name being applied Thus. it 

inappropriate to seme a major peak for a relatively 
unknown indrvedua!l or a smail pond for a major per. 
sonality 


- 


| Duphcation of names exthen the state. particularly im 
small of COMtyvows areas. 


Names that commemorate ining persoms 

Long and churmsady constructed names. 

Muluphoarty of mames tor diferent parts of the same 
feature. such a8 2 frver of mowntamn range One name 
s preterabie tor the main stem of a stream of throughout 
the length of a sengie mountam range. 

S The ase cc hyphens 

6 Appicatron of 4 personal name uniess ot 1s in the publa 
umerest and of hetork ugnedxance 

Names eeth commer ial overtones 


> - te 


Commemorative Name: 


, 


Only one teerere of a mend steer che same person 

The pereee oo Sonmored muett Sree enduring honor sbie tame 
relative to the regon. 

Pubta servece credemmels must be cro sogndacent and aoe 
worthy «9 « braed eres of seme 
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S The relative importance of the feature should be commensu- 
rate with the wenportance of the individual. 

6 The person so honored should be clow ty assocsated wath the 
teature 


Changes 1m Nameng Spelling of Appincatson 


| Changes existing ames will generally be restricted to the 
chmunation of names which are inappropriate, duplicative. 
detamatory and derogatory, or to names whach have he- 
torxally changed of corrupted trom thew original form. and 
to names wth commercial overtones 

> Changes nm spelling will be encouraged to standardize torm of 
a sengie ( sdentical) name grven to related features. to eleminate 
the use of the possessive apostrophe. ¢ g Bell Creek rather 
than Bell s Creek, and to correct obvious spelling errors 

5 Changes = application are encouraged where the name o 
apphed to the wrong feature, or where the tle does nor 
correctly reflect the techrucal detinsron of the feature to which 
applied. ¢ g lagoon tor lake or mountain for hall 

4 Changes should be supported by the local area 


CONCLUSION 


The Washington State Board on Geographa Names os dedicated 
to perpetuating the rch and varsed heritage of the state by the 
lagxal application of standardized naming gusdelines. che 
elimination of controversial spelling, iacation and dupixation. 
and rhe application of appropriate and acceptable names to un. 
named features To further this purpose “he Board ell coord: 
nate the ongorng Sateng process wo thet new and ofd tities 
correctly reflect exuting common usage terms of resedents and 
apply appropriate desugnations that aptly ft the hestory and 
topography of che Evergreen Scare 


Approved March |2. 1976 
Reweed leme |). 1976 
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State of Wisconsin Geographic Names Council 


The duties and functions of the State Geographic Soard were transferred by Section 
25 (1) (A) of Chapter 75. Laws of 1967, to the Nature: Besources Board. Subsequently 
the Neturel Resources Board assigned the duties and functions of the former Ceographic 
Soerd to the Bureau of Engineering, Division of Services, and retained the State Chief 
Engineer. the State Geologist and « designee from the Department of Transportation, 
Division of Highways, os edvisors as « Geographic Names Council. 


STATUTORY AUTHORITY ~ Section 23.25 WIS. STATUTES: GEOGRAPHIC POWERS AND OUTIES 


(1) 


(2) 


The 
ta) 


“re 


Gepertment shell: 
Determine the correct and most appropriate sames of the lakes, 
streems. pleces and other geographic features in the state, and the 
spelling thereof; 


Pass epon end give names to leces, streams, pleces end other geographic 
features in the stete for which so single generally eccepted name has 
been in use; 


In cooperetion with county boards and with their aeperoval., to change the 
names of lakes, streams, pleces end other geographic features, with the 
end in view of eliminating, as fer a8 possible, duplicetion of names 
within the state, 


Prepare end publish an official state dictionary of geographic names and 
to pweblieh the seme, either as « completed whole or in parts when reedy; 


Serve as the state representative of the U.S. geographic boeré end 
cooperete with the seid board to the end that there shall be ao conflict 
between the state and federal Gesignations of geographic features in the 
state 


never the Gepertment Des given « same to any lake, stream, place or other 


geographic feature within the state, of determined the correct spelling of 


any 
the 
she 


Wo 


such seme. it shell be weed in ol. gaps, reports end other publicetions 
reafter isevwed by the state or any of ite politicel subdivisions, ead 
Ll be deemed the official same of such geographic feature. 


person shell in eny edvertisement or publication ettempt te sedify locel 


eeege Of Same wnnamed geographic features without first obtelining the 
epprovel of the éGepertment In case of «6 vicletion of thie subsection, the 


sep 
off 


POLICIES 


ertment sey promptly ennownce its disepprovel end thereafter edopt on 
iciel seme for such feature 


OF THE STATE OF WISCONSIN GEOCRAPHIC SNARES COUNCIL 


Tt is the policy of the State of Wisconsin Geographic Nemes Council 


AD 


8) 


- 


— 


Wot to seme «& geographic feature after any Living pereos 


Nemes beving «© eclentific Gerivetion ere set a8 « tule ecceptedie 


Nemes with historical significance or with indies or French origia ere 


eeuelly eppropriate. Set cere showld be enercised thet the indian sames ere 
from tribes setive toe Wisconsin They should set be toe long sor di fficuit 
of promenciaetion,. Sowewer,. end showid de easy to remember 
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(>) Theat proper sames for geographic features shall not be designated with “*s” 
or “s". indicating possession, following the name. For example: Mott Lake, 
rather then Mott's Lake or Motts Lake. 


(f) Theat only lakes 10 acres or gore in site shall be considered by the Council 
for naming unless reason is ewidenced for special consideration by the 
Council. 


(?) Thet only streams 5 giles or gore in length shell be considered by the 
Cowncil for naming enless reason is evidenced for special consideration by 
the Council. 


The U.S. Board on geographic semes has indicated the following guidelines with 
reference to the naming of geographic features: 


(A) Theat locel esege be followed whenewer possibile. 


(8) Theat the specific seme precede the generic same; for example, preference is 
gives to Alice Lake rather then Leake Alice. 


(Cc) Thet whenever precticable the recommended names include single saemes only 
followed by the generic seme, for exemple, preference is give to Meyer Lake 
rather then Johe Meyer Lake. 

(D>) Thet hyphens be omitted in newly established cames. 


(f) Thet descriptive words such as “Big”. “Little”, etc. be eliminated unless 
they are necessary for proper identification of the feature. 
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UNITED STATES BOARD ON GEOGRAPHIC NAMES 


(Peeuc Law 262—S0ry Concarss) 
(Caarrea 330—ist Session) 
(S. 12362) 

AN ACT 


7. pre wce a centra sulhormt) ‘7 standaraumng geograpnx names for (he purpase of e\gtunsling CupucsUon 0 slangaraunng 
sc? “aes among oe | eOerm ceparumenus and for o\ner purpunes 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the ( tited States of Amanca in Congress 
assemoied. That Une Secretary of the internor. herewmafter called the Secretary, conjowntly with the Board on 
jeogTaptuc Names. as heremafter pronded. shall prowde for unuformuty in geograpftuc nomenciature and 
orthography throughout the Federal Government. The Secretary may exercise hus funcuons through such 
officais as he may Gemgnate. except that such authorty as reiates to the final approval or renew of acuons of 
the Beard on Geograptuc Names shall be exermsed by hum. or hus Under or Assustant Secretanes. 

Sec. 2 There w hereby established a Board on Geograptuc Names. heremafter called the Board. The 
memberstup of the Board shall include one representative from each of the Departments of State. War. Navy, 
of Congress. The Board may aiso include representatives from such Federal agenoes as the Secretary, upon 
recommendation of the Board. shai from tume to tume find desurabie. even Lhough (hese agences are in the 
Jepariments olherwise represented on Lhe Board The members of the Board shall be appomted by the 
respecu ve heads of the Gepartuments or independent agenoes that they represent Each member shail be 
appownted for a (wo year Lerm but may be reappowted to successive terms The members of the Board shall 
verve etthout additiona: compenssuon. The Soard shall nominate a Chairman to be appowmted by the 
Secretary and shail estabush such wortang commuttees as are found desirabie 

Sec. 3. The Board. subject to the approwal of the Secretary, shall formulate principles. policies. and 
proceoures to be followed sth reference Lo both domesuc and foreign geograptuc name: and shal deade the 
standard names and thew orthograpty for offical use The prinapies. poumes and procedures formulated 
hereunder shall be demgned to serve the interests of the F edera: Government and the genera: public to enimt 
the effecuve cooperstion of the Federal Geparuments and agenmes most concerned. and to give full 
comsaderauon to Lhe specific interests of parucular Federal and State agenmes Acuon may be Laxen by the 
Secretary (9 any matter wherem (he Board does not act with a reasonable ume The Board may make such 
recommendsuons to (he Secretary as it finds appropmate in connection with this Act. 

Sec 4 The Secretary snail couse such studses and m vestigations to be made and such records to be mept as 
may be necessary or desuratve im carrying owt the purposes of thu Act. and he shail provrde a piace of meeting 
and staff asswtance to tne Board The staff shail be responsible to the Secretary. who shail prescribe as 
retations to the Board and (he commuttees of the Board The Secre:ary may estabush from tume (oc lume. upon 
recommendation of the Board advisery commuttees of | wied States cusens eho are recogtuzed experts m 
‘hew respective Seids \o asst in (he setyUon of spemal protiems arwung under thus Act 

Sec 5 For tne @wdance of the Federai Government. the Secretary shall pr-~wigste wm (he name of the 
Beara from ume to tune and in such form as eul carry out Lhe purposes of the Ac. decumons «lh respect to 
POET RDMUC Mame’ anc pmnopees of geagrapfuc nomenristure and orthography "he Secretary shad ame 
“armas? vee? additona informanon eth reegect to geograptoc names as wil assut im carrying ov (he purpesss 
a the Act 

“ec 6 WtD reepect oo geogTaptue names the perunent decumons an principles seved 5) ‘he Secretary 
ohal be etandard for all matertal published by the Federal Gowerta.nt. The United States Beard on 
_ogTapreca Names wo ihe Deparument of Le intener created Dy | necwuve order @ herety atoushed, and 
he gutees of wad Beart are ‘ransferred to Une Board herew crested and al depaertmenu ourenus. and 
agenoes of the Federa <vernment shad refer a geagraptuc names and protiems to (he sant Board for the 
purpose of clminsung tupecsuor of wort personne: and suthonty 

“ec > Neothang m= the Act ohas be comstrved as appoying (o Ube namung of Lhe offices of estabushments of 
any Fetere agency 

Sec 8 There are Serety authorzed te be approprated sucht sums as may be necessary to carry out the 
purpoees of (has Act 

Approved Jwy 2S im7 
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1 The Board on Geographic Names works comoint!y with the Secretary of the 


Intervor by Public Law 80.242 (1947 mn erger te achoeve wrhifterm 
geographic name usage throughout the Federal Gowernment Soard 
officers are the Chairman. Vice Chairman Feecetive Seeretar + yg 


Board, Executive Secretary ‘or Domestic Names and Executive Secretary 
for Foreign Names The Hoard consists of members and deputies 
representing the Departments of Agriculture. Commerce. Defense 
interior, and State. and the Library of Congress, Government Printing 
Office, Centra! Intelligence Agency and the Posta! Service 


2 The Esecutwe Commutics is a standing committee consisting of the Hoard s 
Chairman, Vice Chairman and Chairmen of the Demestic and Foerenwn 
Names Committees and Publicatrens Coma 


3. The Publications (om mitier is a standing committee consisting of Board 
members representing the Government Printing Office and the 
Departments of Interior and Defense Additional members may be 
appointed 


se 











oo 


APPENDIX : 


The Domestic Names Commutice is 2 standing committee consisting of 
Beard members and deputies representing the Departments of 
Agriculture, Commerce, and Interior, and the Government Printing 
Office, Library of Congress, and Postal Service The Committee meets 
Tronth is 


The Exzecutiwe Secretary for Domestic Names and the Domestic Names 
Commuttee’s support staff are provided by the - S Geological! Survey 
\Interver! 


Special committees dealing with specific problems or missioms are 
established by the Board and its standing committees when needed 


The Domestic Names Committee works closely with 38 Siate names 
authorities and cooperators 


The Foreign Names Commuter is a standing committee consisting of Board 
members am deputies representing the Departments of Defense and 
State. the Centra! Intelligence Agency, and Library of Congress The 
Commuttee works with foreign names authorities and the L nied Nations 
on standardization policies and foreign gazetteer praduction 


The Ezecutioe Secretary for Foreign Names. currently the Executive 
Secretary to the Board. and the Foreign Names Committee's support staf! 
are provided by the Defense Mapping Agency | Defense) 


10 Current advisory commutees of the Board are the Advisory Committee on 


Undersea Features and the Advisory Committee on Antarctic Names Al! 
staff support is currently provided by the Foreign Names Committee 
Members of advisory committees are Federal employees who are expert in 
the subyect of concern to each committee 
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BYLAWS 





UNITED STATES BOARD ON GEOGRAPHIC NAMES 


4 
i 
3 
5 
Me 
z 


July 
982; 


Article I - Name, Objective and Authority 


of the Board is to provide for uniformity in geographic nomenclature and orthography 


the Federal Government. 


4 ee 
i vie 
uf i] 








who 1s so designated may vote 


one deputy from a department or agency is present. but the 


> ee > ee Sek Gene © & & © Chee Wy Se 
deputy 


A deputy member may attend and participate in meetings of the Board and its committees 
(includes making and seconding motions); however, a deputy may not vote :f the pnnapal member 


from the same 


Sec. 3 


at a meeting of the Board or of a committee except the 
. On specific request of the agency concerned, the Board or committee may 


or agency represented on the Board, in the absence of its principal member and 
, may have an observer 


deputies 


The 


of the Board informed concerning the current and anticipated 
o> camsanies Gab tate 6 Uaneinn n eiivants came 


t 


keep the committees 


Only a principal Board member is eligible for election as Chairman or Vice Chairman of the Board. 
programs of their 


Sec. 4 

or to the Board for resolution. 
Sec. 6 

Members must 
Article II - Officers 


tif 
tal 


: 


ant 
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APPENDIX - 


Performs the usual dutes of a Chasrman. and other dubes that may De asmgned by the Board 


Appowunts the Executive Secretary w the Board and members of al! committees nat speczfically 
elected by the Boerd. except for the Advisory Commuttees 


Serves ex officio as a member, without « vote, of al] commuttees of which he or she is not « 
reguiar member 


Asngns dubes and prowdes direction to the Executve Secretanes as approprnate 
See. 3 

The Vice Chairman: 

Acts as Chairman im the absence of that officer 


Serves as Chairman of the Executive Commuttee and presents reports thereof at meeungs of the 
Board. 


Muy attend ex officic, without a vote, meetings of any commiuttee of which he or she is not « 
vember 


Sec. 4 
The Executive Secretary to the Board 
Prepares and distributes the minutes and reports of the Board 


Maintains records and conducts correspondence of the Board in accordance with procedures 
formulated by the Board and approved by the Secretary 


Provides a meeting place for the Board and advises members of the ume and piece of meetings 


May participate, without a vote, in all meetings of the Board and its standing, special, and 
advisory committees. 


Carnes out other duties as assigned by the Chairman; these may include, but are not limited to: 
Serving as pmnapal spokesman for the Board as a whole 


Serving as principal representative of the Board at any natonal or mternational 
session. meeting, or conference 


foordinatung Board activities with the other Executve Secretary 


Providing guidance, at Board meetings, on the Act, the bylaws. or other documents 
pertaimosng to the Board's overal! operatons 


See. 5 
The Executive Secretary for Foreign Names: 


Maintains all records of the Foreign Names Committee, inci:dang the correspondence files that 
pertain to foreign names, which would exclude names in the United States and iis dependences. 


Provides a meeting place for the Committee and e° +. the members as to time and place of 
meetings. 


way 
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formulated by the Board and approved by the Secretary 


Serves as consultant tw the Beard in matters pertaitung to foregn names 


May parocipate. without a vote. in al] meeting: of the Board and the Executive Commuttee 


Serves as the pmmcipal Board point of comtact in any matter concerning foresgn geographer names 


ot agenoes 


for the Committee and adwises the members as to the place of the 
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_t%, May 


memberstup not necessarnty restricted to Board members or 
or by ome of the standing commuttees Each commuttee mayb — charged 


br created by the Board 
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Standing commuttees must submit quarteriy reports to the Board at its 


Article V - Meetings 
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otherwise provided 


Parhamentary procedures at meetings of the Board and its committees must conform to Robert's 
' Urder,. rewsed. whiess 
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take effect upon approval by the Secretary 
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Geograpmca "ames 7 Doth "New sposen anc aritien forms are ‘portant ele™Ments Of CUlTUTe anc Drowde an 
essenna reterence system tor transportahon anc commumcanon Definte UNamOQuous Sesgr4nons Or DODustec 
laces anc DMyscal ‘eatures are mecessary ‘Or Correct reterence 7 "resource Cevelooment anc Dianeng Stancarc 
‘or™s of names are moortant eements of resadie Taps anc Tamme charts "he process Of Cesgranng “ames 
‘or ‘andscape anc seascape omeno™mena Derms "Ne COurtry ihe Drownces anc ""e terntones (© exercise ew 
Drerogatrves © COntrofhng anc Drotecthng "rs aspect of "Rew culture and Nertage 


Te Need to estaDesm a names authority tor Canaca aes recogrzed 7 the ate ‘800s amen ‘esource ™anorng 
DeVONS "he fromhers of settlement anc extensive mmgrathon nto Caneca Made { an urgent “alle 'o Tanage ""e 
COuMtry $ geograpmecal Names anc the stancaranng of ‘eature Cenmhcanon meet ws "eec ‘he Geograpmc 
Doarc of Canaca was set up Dy order in Counc! 9 1897 In 1948 the name was Changed to "Ne Canawarn Boarc on 
Geograpmcai Names anc 'fhrs in turn was Changed 7 1961 to tne Canacian Permanent Comrmtee on Geograpmca 
Names (CPCGN) Soon after the estadesmment of tne Geograpmec Board 7 1897 ihe prownces anc ‘ertores eere 
Owited 10 awise OF The US anc spethng Of peOgr apc’! NAT es aiThoug? GecISOns sere Uhm aley Made 7 Ottana 
Amer '96) "he responmsiDwity for Tarmng as 'ransterred to the prownces and to "ne Deparment of incen anc 
Northern Afters on Demat of the two termtones anc inman reserves Since 1979 "Pe aufMority ‘Or Sameng © incanr 
"eserves “ahora! DSrES anc Tuhtary ‘eserves "as Deen Crntly Nerd Dy "e appropnate ‘edera Cepat™men anc "he 
aporoonate Drownce im 1984 [he two terntones toon over the resporSOwity for Names if er Own unisachons 
Tocay "he marr roves for the CPCGN as 2 utwhed Dody are fo simulate "he Gevelooment Of Slancard DOkCes atten 
Canaca tor "he andhng of names and terrmnology and to encourage "Pe Gevelcoment of muernanons stancarcs 
" cOOperTahor ach "Ne Undec Nahons anc af offer naponai aufforhes ‘esporsibie ‘or “ameng Dosces anc 
prachces 


A preme: | tage for a names authorty to set up rules anc gudetmes Or June 15 "896 me Geograpmc 
Boarc ap.cvec a set of 13 rules of nomenciature Changing attitudes and percepnons = Dartcular Concerrwng 
‘TANSIBDON SDelhNG aNd Name GuphCahOr Nave \ec 10 DENOGIC "ewISIONS anc UDCales OF Ihe DF NC DELS SuNce 1975S 
anen the CPCGN last rewsed 3 Drincples and procedures. amenoments Nave Deen Dronosec © to genenc 
terrmenology 'ransiahon anc treatment of names of n4atve ongin 


in the current rewsion each of the onmapies ©) accomparmed Dy » -Orm™mentary 10 Clarity ts Tearmng and to 
eupian some of [Re proOtermns anc charactersics ¢{ Narmeng prachces 


o® 
mn 











in recert vears ‘ne CPCGN "as accressec a UTD" Of SSUES Dy EDOONTNNG SUOCOM™Mees anc advisory 
comremees "he Oresert Qudeunes or the anguage reatment of \a™es as set oul © Yeasury Boarc Crcuar 
"983-58 Appencu 3) were evorvec over a cumber of years Ly "he Sudcommttee on "es Nabona Poncy for ™e 
| age Tearmert of Geograpcai Names Cu anttiy tne CPCGN os assestec Dy ree actve aOwsory Comrmtiets 
SOLS 1 "Swew lOONyTC Tallers "ishing 10 Undersea ‘eatures (© TOUTE anc Der™anent.ce areas anc © 
‘ODOMyTNC DObOeS anc research crachces in ‘S79 the CPCGN set uf a7 aCwSOry COmetwe 10 Fore Qudennes 


‘or Canaan 'reatment of names of Qeograpteca ‘eatures Outsce Canaca "he Qucenres sere acoptec © "982 
"ey are set Out © Append ' 


Tne CPCGN s served Dy a Secretanat proved Dy "he Geograpmcs Services Orwor 9 "he Surveys Mapping 
anc Remote Sensing Sector Department of Energy Vines anc Resources 


Aves anc qudeenes tor geograpmca catmng © Canada am © accress ‘wo ‘UTca™menta “eQure™ments 
" @MSuring at he nareng process ‘efiects "Te cuwlcutural Yertage of Canaca 27) ™aang certan Mat offow! 
DYOMCEDOS NOUOING TADS 2D0hy LA™es Consistently to geograptca ‘atures © Canaca * eo Principies and 
Procedures tor Geographical Naemung m Canada “axe ese Goes Hanade se ew Nave Some Our Dat © 
eNSUNNG 2 SOUNC lODONyrac Nertage ‘or Jeneranons © come 


j - — 


: | ~/ a 
\ eee AAAASL ~— ‘ { 


REST COPY AVAILAT 








APPEND: x 


GUIDING PRINTIPLES 
PRINCIPLE 1 NAMES GOVERNED BY 
STATUTORY AUTHORITY 


The names of Murcipalhes terntonal Grwrsons reserves. perks and 
other legal entries as created Dy of resulting from ‘legrsiation Dy the 
appropnate gowernmen! shall De accepted 


NOTES 


ThS OMMCIDN "eQurTes adherence °o "he speteng 
anc |anQuage ‘ort of "ames spechcaly egsiatec 
Dy ‘ecere crown or ‘errtor#® governments 
Such *anchng of statutory "aes was Confirmed Dy 
*reasury Boarc Crcutar No ' 963-58 Appence 3) 


a ~™e “ame Newfoundiand « wa'U'o", a5 5 
French ‘orm Terre-Mewvwe Ss canta! 6 cam 
St JomMF s 5 a0 O%fFC@ Dut "Pe Frenct form 


Sewrt-Jean 4%! aulPor Tec ever ‘ * smould 
occur "CCentalty aithougn correctly a 
statute 


> Seant Jomn © New Brunsec* 5 %e statutory ‘orm 
ow hat mame ath Saint-Jean “awng 70 off 
Satus 


” Quede: Saeimt-Jean-sur-Richetiey «5 an 
Shoe me he Nodental occwwrence of St 
Jonns © an Eons? statute Goes not accord to ¢ 
ary Ofc. status 


se 


Te TyssDewnNG Of any a™e USEC (7 GescrDNOns 
atrastatveiwcg Ver Por ‘or Mine Pomt 
NWT) o Swrte-Clothece ‘or Seinte-Clotiide 


Que | Goes ot affect the offcia! spelling 


~ 


As of ‘967 only one murucpeity 7 Cada “as 
atterent offoa forms in Engusm anc Frencm Grand 
Felts anc Grand-Seult © New Brungect 4! ore’ 
munmocpanbes ave angie auffonzes forms ¢¢ 
Trow-Aivieres (Que) Septlies Que) The Pas 
Mar 


Feder® anc DroOwncCw! Gover . ent Gepsrtmenis anc 
agences at? Statutory authority [0 estaOnsh “ames 
of places or ‘eatures are encouraged to consul "re 
respective “ames auffonty © ihe prownces anc 
"he lerntones wher considenng "ames for ~ew 
MUrOCORehesS DSrES game ‘efuges Ord sanctuaries 
anc S™muar ‘egal and Grvsions 


a) in 970 he Department of Mumcpal Afars 0 
New Brunserc® Droposed Ihe estabestwrent of (ne 
tage of Nackawick a! Ne mouth of Nackawc 
Stream Altmoug? 8 post office wih the name 
Nechawtch "ac existed “eardy ‘rom '862 'o 
'9'S the veltage offciets were encouraged Dy [he 
prwencal ames authority to accept Neckawic 
"he spethng approved for he watercourse mm '90' 








PRINCIPLE 2 


NAMES IN GENERAL PUBLIC USE 


First prnority shall be grven to names with long-standing loca! usage by 
the genera! public Uniess there are good reasons to the contrary this 


NOTES 


i" Rancarczing geograpca "a™Mes prececence 
shal De Grven to fe names used Dy local resents 
anc to Names at? extensve usage On Offca! Maps 


anc ™ government recorcs 


a) Aname m Alberta wi? long stancing pubeec usage 
s Castie Mountain Ate: Deng ‘enamec Mount 
Eisenhower by "he Geogr apc Board of Canaca 
m 1946 persmtent pubic efforts ulmatety per 
suaded "he 1 mes authormes 7 1979 to restore 
Castie Mountam ae ass.97 7° E:ssennower 
Peek to ts MOS! Dromnent Dow? 


D) In) 765 Sarmuel Holland namec Egtington Cove 
0 sdometres west of Sours. © E | tor the 10th 
Ear of Eghmton Although a schoo! district Dy 
the name of Egtington was estadiisnec © 
1659. and an atias of the prownce produced Dy 
J Meacham and Company 1880 showed 
Eglington Cove "he Geograpmc Board 9 deter 
ence to the Ear's name authonzec Eglinton 
Cove in '934 Field work in 1966 contrmed the 
preterence tor Eglington Cove anc ‘hs form 
was restored 


c) int? 5 Monckton Township V8 was named 
tor F_ bert Monckton (1726-1782). but the name 
was changed to Moncton Parish » '786 
Moncton as a Mumcipality was incorporated 
m 1855. in 1930. the city council changed the 
spelling to Monckton to conform with the name of 
Robert Monckton immediate public outrage led 
to the restoration of the spelling Moncton 
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a 


3) 


in Orntano. Colpoy 's Gay was samec tor Sir 
Ecward Colpoys a ‘9th century Sritsh acrrurai 
Almmougn the apostropne 's Not grammatically part 
of the onginai name the Ontano Geograpfuc 
Names Boarc encorsec the locally preferred 
torm in 1978 


Where iong-estabirsmed forms on maps and in 
records con*act with extensive preferred local usage. 
the latter should preva’ unless « 6 Deheved that 
COMfuSION fugit occur Gerogatory Of Deoratve forms 
rrugrt result or fcr some other reason local names are 
not deemed satisfactory Dy the appropriate names 
authority 


Dd) 


Feld work on 1965 revealed that the Creat River 
mn Ontano had three trOutanes called West 
Branch ‘0° avo confusion. the three were 
offoally called Credit River (Georgetown 
Branch) Credit River (Erin Branch) anc Credit 
fiver (Alton Branch) Subsequently. im 1977 
the tributary at Georgetown became Credit River 
West Branch 


Durning held ‘vestgation in the 1960s. Kouchi- 
bouguacis n. « © New Brunswick. was found to 
be known as Riviere Saint-Louis at ts mouth 
and Rivtere Francaise ‘rom \ts mdpont to ts 
headwaters These two names were endorsed 
m 1971. Dut nm 1979 the Mstoncal name was 
restored because « was thougt that the two 
names tor essentially a single watercourse would 
de confusing to the pubic 








APPENDIX J 


PRINCIPLE 3 NAMES GIVEN BY OTHER AGENCIES 


Names for facilities established by postal authorities. railway Companies 
and major public utilities shail be accepted. if they are in keeping with 
the other principles. Names established for land divisions by federal. 
provincial and territorial departments shall also be accepted. if they 
conform to the other principles. Active encouragement should be given 
to such agencies to have open communication with the appropriate 


names authorities. 
NOTES 
1 Anumber of public and private instiutions. such as tacsmes Grifter trom the community name eg the 
Canada Post Corporation and the ras#way cCompames railway name Snedden in the communrty of 
nave reasons (e g local preference. duplication) for Biskeney Lanark County, Ont. the postal 
using names which vary from estableshed loca! name Newport in the community of Brooklyn. 
names. Ther names shall be accepted by the Hants County. N S_. and the posta! name Belfast 
appropriate names authorities for use on Maps and in the communry of Eldon. P E | Such Gifferences 
for entry into official gazetieers and toponyrmc are discouraged when new tacies are Deng 
Gata Dases estabusned 
a) An example of a postal name that differs in 2 Public and private agencies are encouraged to 
spells from the municipal name is Verigin consult the appropriate names authorities Defore 
in Saskatchewan. where the village nare is aSSigning Names to thew facies. such as post 
Veregin A raiway name differing in sped og is offices. railway stations. dams. reservors. roads 
Shippigen in New Brunswick. where [fe town locks. canals and even Dulidings in Quebec. other 
and posta! name is Shippagen agencies are required by law to coordinate the 


naming of faciites with the Commission de 
toponyrme du Quebec Some of the other provinces 
Quebec name , and terntones actively advertise the existence of thew 
saan ti SSrsoaNeeS geographic names authority and invite consultation 
with the authority before names are promulgated Dy 

c) There are many examples where names of vanous agences 


b) An example where variations of the sare name 
are © use «6 im the village of Beebe Plain 9 
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PRINCIPLE 4 





APPENDIX J 


NAMING AN ENTIRE FEATURE AND 


IDENTIFYING ITS EXTENT 


A decision on a name proposal for a physical or cultural feature should 
specify the geographical limits of the feature to which the name applies. 
Future approval of different names with the same generic for a part of 
what is deemed to be the same feature should be avoided. 


NOTES: 


1. The principle is designed to discourage several 
names with the same generic for different parts of 
the same feature. in the new naming of a creek, a 
mountain or a similar feature, the entire feature to be 
givén the name is to be clearly identified on the best 
map or chart available (Appendix 2). 


a) In 1848, Robert Campbell gave the name Lewes 
River to the headwater of the Yukon River, from 
Tagish Lake to the confluence with the Pelly River. 
Although Lewes River was accepted in 1898 by 
the Geographic Board of Canada, it was dropped 
in 1945, when the application of Yukon River 
was extended upriver to include this headwater. 


. it is Not necessary to extend the application of the 
name of a stream to its uppermost headwater, if 
large laxes intervene, or if none of the headwaters 
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is locally referred to by the same name. 


a) An example of two names for what may be 
deemed to be the same watercourse is Petit- 
codiac River in New Brunswick, which is known 
as North River upstream from the village of 
Petitcodiac. 


. Some perceived single geographical features may 


have two or more official names for different parts. 
Such names should be respected, and the extent of 
each part should be clearly identified on the best 
scale of map available in the records of the names 
authorities. 


a) In British Columbia, Discovery Passage and 
Johnstone Strait are essentially two names for 
different parts of the same channel between 
Vancouver Isiand and the mainiand. 











PRINCIPLE 5 


APPENDIX J 


USE OF PERSONAL NAMES 


A personal name should not be given to a geographical feature unless 
such application is in the public interest. The person commemorated 
should have contributed significantly to the area where the feature is 
located; when such a name is applied, it should normally be given 
posthumously. The adoption of a personal name during the lifetime of the 
person concerned should only be made in exceptional circumstances. 
Ownership of land should not in itself be grounds for the application of 
the owner’s name to a geographical feature. However, where names 
already in common local use are derived from the names of persons, 
either living or deceased, Principle 2 takes precedence. 


NOTES: 
1. Naming geographical features for persons, both 


living and dead, has been one of the most frequent 
methods used to identify populated places and 
landscape phenomena. From the early days of 
settlement to the middie of this century it was 
common to bestow the names of benefactors, crew 
of vessels, members of expeditions, survey 
assistants and family members left at home. 


a) Sometimes a feature given the name of a living 
person attained prominence, such as Kirkland 
Lake, Ont., named for a secretary in the Mines 
Branch in Toronto. 


b) Occasionally, features were named while the 
individuals were still active in their careers. 
An example is Mount Peters in Alberta, named 
in 1928 for F.H. Peters, who was then Surveyor 
General of Canada, a position he continued to 
hold until 1948. 


2. Inrecent years most of the provincial names boards 
and members of the CPCGN have been quite conser- 
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vative in the use of Commemorative personal names, 
insisting that persons be deceased for one or two 
years before their names are to be considered for 
features. 


a) On November 2, 1982, the Commission de 
toponymie du Québec named Mont Thérése- 
Casgrain, located ni>e kilometres north of La 
Maibaie, in the Charlevoix region. It was named 
after the noted defender of social justice and 
women’s rights who died the year before on 
November 2, 1981. 


. At one time n.imerous names of non-Canadians 


were applied to features in Canada. In cases where 
non-Canadians are commemorated, the proposed 
feature should have some significant association 
with tne person so honoured. Exceptions may be 
made when particular names have become firmly 
entrenched, or when the names are derived from 
historical figures with a strong association with 
the area. 














PRINCIPLE 6 


APPENDIX J 


APPROVING NAMES FOR 


UNNAMED FEATURES 


In approving names for previously unnamed features for which no !ocal 
names are found to be in use, the following sources are recommended: 
descriptive names appropriate to the features; names of pioneers; 
names of persons who died during war service; names associated 
with historical events connected with the area; and names from native 
languages formerly identified with the general area. 


NOTES: 


1. Names authorities themselves rarely initiate naming. 
They do, however, investigate to determine if local 
names, especially those used by native peoples, 
may be in use, prior to evaluating new proposals. 


. The names authorities welcome submissions from 
local authorities, climbing expeditions, surveying 
parties, resource development companies and 
similar groups, who are encouraged to contact 
the appropriate names authority to determine if 
particular features unnamed on certain maps do 
already have official names. 


a) Names given because of a strong association 
with the general area include: Larsen Scund in 
the Arctic for Superintendent Henry Larsen, who 
commanded the RCMP patrol vessel, ST. ROCH, 
for several years; and Mount Jimmy Simpson 
in Alberta, for a noted guide in Banff and Jasper 
National Parks. 


. Proposed names with significance to specific groups 
only or names with no relevance to a particular area 
are usually not acceptable for approval. 


a) Names rejected include Bad Food Mountain and 
Watermelon Mountain because they were trite 
and had significance ic oniy a small number of 
people. 


. The unofficiai use of names in publications is no 
assurance they will be adopted by a names authority. 


. Pioneers and prominent community developers are 
often commemorated by geographical names. 





a) The name Schwartz Lake was given in 1986 in 

northern Saskatchewan in honour of Henry and 

_ Mary Schwartz, pioneers whose families settled 
in Saskatchewan in 1910. 


6. Several thousand of Canada’s war dead have 


been cormemorated in the names of geographical 
features. Each provincial and territorial names 
authority has lists of World War || casualties from 
which they may choose suitable names. 


a) On May 5, 1949, a group of three lakes in Northern 
Manitoba was named Mynarski Lakes in honour 
of P/O Andrew Charles Mynarski, who was post- 
humously awarded the Victoria Cross. He died 
in France in 1944 after risking his own life in 
an attempt to save a comrade trapped in their 
burning Lancaster bomber. 


. When no names exist, dictionaries and lexicons of 


native languages, and historical records of the area 
often provide appropriate ni mes. 


a) In 1971 a reservoir was created at the mouth of 
the Avon River in Nova Scotia. Pesaquid Lake 
was approved for the feature. The name was 
derived from the Micmac name for the site of 
Windsor, which is adjacent to it. 


b) When Mactaquac Lake was created in the 
1960s behind a dam in the Saint John River 
valley, upriver from Frederiction, N.B., numerous 
new geographical features resulted. The name 
Scoodawabscook Bend was (jiven to a prominent 
turn in the lake. ‘‘Scoodawabscook "’ is deriveo 
from the Maliseet name for nearby Longs Creek. 











PRINCIPLE 7 


APPENDIX J 


FORM AND CHARACTER OF NAMES 


Geographical names should be recognizable words or acceptable 
combinations of words, and should be in good taste. 


NOTES: 


1. Names that are composed from unnatural or incon- 


gruous Combinations of words, including combina- 
tions of words of different languages and fusions 
of forename and surname elements are usually not 
accepted. 


a) An example of an unacceptable combination of 
words is Gowythgas Mountain, which was 
rejected for a feature in the Yukon in 1979. 


. Names that are discriminatory or derogatory from the 
point of view of race, sex, colour, creed, political 
affiliation or other social factors are rarely accepted. 
When such names have been previously approved, 
and objections have been raised about their 
continued use, appropriate steps have been taken 
to change them. 


a) An example was the change in 1966 of Nigger 
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island near Belleville, Ontario, to Mekatewis 
island. 


3. Atone time, names that were deemed cumbersome 


and unpronounceablie were shortened or rejected. In 
recent years, the names boards have been more 
open to the approval of names with long specifics. 


a) Examples are Pekwachnamaykoskwaskway- 
pinwanik Lak 2 in Manitoba and lle Kuchistiniwa- 
miskahikan in Quebec. 


. Company or commercial product names are usually 


rejected to avoid publicizing a particular commercial 
or industrial firm. 


a) An example is Irvco, aname proposed in 1968 for 
a railway siding in New Brunswick. It was rejected 
because it would have drawn attention to the Irving 
Oil Company. 
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PRINCIPLE 8 LANGUAGE FORMS AND TRANSLATION 


A name should be adopted in a single language form, although other 
forms may be accepted where in use and when sanctioned by the appro- 
priate names authority. A name should, where possible, be written in 
the Roman alphabet. When a name is derived from languages other 
than English or French, it should be written according to the considered 
opinion of linguistic specialists acceptable to the appropriate names 
authorities and to the language communities concerned. Names of 
selected geographical entities of ‘‘pan-Canadian’’ significance, as 
established by Treasury Board in 1983, are recognized in both English 





and French for use on federal maps and in federal texts. 


NOTES: 


1. 


Names of Inuit and Amerindian origin are normally 
approved in Roman orthography, using the standard 
letters and diacritics available. 


a) In some names of native origin in British Columbia 
the apostrophe is used to indicate the glottal stop. 
Examples are ‘Adade Yus Mountain and K’i 
island. 


The specific element of a name derived from 
another Roman-aiphabet language should follow the 
accepted Romanized form of such names, including 
the diacritics w..ere appropriate. 


a) Examples of names with specifics from other 
languages are Miller ice Cap (N.W.T), Canton 
Wirtele (Que.) and Cafion Fiord (N.W.T.). 


. Geographical names on federal maps should be 


only those approved by the CPCGN or listed in 
the schedule to Treasury Board Circular 1983-58 
(Appendix 3). 


a) On a bilinguai map both St. Lawrence River and 
Fleuve Saint-Laurent, and Red River and 
Riviere Rouge are used. because they are in 
the Treasury Board list of pan-Canadian names. 
Otherwise, only names as approved by the 
appropriate names authorities should be shown 
on official federal maps. _ 


b) In cases where two unilingual federal maps are 
produced, the French language map and the 
English language map will portray names like 
Williston Lake (B.C.), Missouri Coteau (Sask ). 
Notre Dame Bay (Nfid.). Lac la Martre (N W T ) 
Riviere aux Marais (Man.), Lac Seul (Ont.), 
Riviere aux Outardes (Que.) and Gres Morne 
(Nfid.). 


. In geographical names in federal texts, generic 


terms may be translated. Some suggested equivalent 
terms in each of Canada’s official languages are set 
out in the Glossary of Generic Terms in Canada’s 


Geographical Names. produced jointly in 1987 by 
the CPCGN and the Translation Bureau. 


a) In a narrative text, Wilson Point (Ont.) could 
become pointe Wilson in French, and Etangs 
Morin (N.B.) may be written as Morin Ponds 
in English. 


. In geographical names in federal texts, the specific 


element of a name and the name of a populated 
place should not be translated. 


a) Crowsnest Pass (Alta.,8.C.) should become col 
Crowsnest in a French text, not col du Nid de 
Corbeau. Riviere La Reine (Ont., Que.) could 
become La Reine River in an English text. 


b) Names of populated places should remain the 
same (i.e. untransiated) in both English and 
French texts. Examples from Digby County, 
(N.S.), are: Church Point, Grosses Coques, 
Belliveaus Cove aid New France. 


. Geographical names of features may remain in their 


original language without translation of the generic. 
A descriptive term may be added to indicate the true 
nature of the feature. 


a) Examples of the retention of French generics 
in English text are Lac Saint-Jean (Que.) and 
ites de la Madeleine (Que.) (with initial letters 
Capitalized). 


b) Examples of English generics retained in a French 
text are Hells Gate (B.C.) and Turtles Back 
(Man) 


c) In an English text, Le Nid d'Aigle, an elevation in 
Pontiac County, Quebec, could be accompanied 
by the word ‘hill’, which reveals the nature of 
the feature. 


d) In a French text, Giant Steps, a set of falls in 
Alberta, could be accompanied by the word 
‘chutes’, which explains the nature of the feature. 


9H 
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APPENDIX J 


SPELLING STANDARDS IN 


ENGLISH AND FRENCH 


The spelling and accenting of names should agree with the rules of the 
language in which they are written. in English, hyphenation and the 
genitive apostrophe should be approved only when well established 


and in current usage. 


NOTES: 
1. In names approved in English, all words should 


normally be spelled out, with initial letters of each 
word Capitalized, except for articles and particles 
within names. 


a) Frenchman River Wildlife Refuge (Sask.) 
and Solomons Temple isiands (N.W.T.) are 
exampes of names where ail initial letters are 
Capitalized. 


b) Lake on the Mountain (Ont.) and Sons of the 
Clergy islands (N.W.T.) are examples where 
articles and particles within names are spelled 
with lower case initial letters. 


. Innames approved in French, the capitalization rule 
is similar, except that only specific elements are 
Capitalized in French language texts, e.g. riviére du 
Monument (Que.) and Petite riviere du Monument 
(Que.). In English text, the first word of a French 
name is usually Capitalized. 


. Multiple-word names of populated places with one or 
more French elements should be hyphenated, except 
if otherwise approved by the appropriate names 
authority. An article or a preposition at the beginning 
of aname is not hyphenated with the following word. 
Accents should be used on upper case letters in 
French. 


a) Pointe-Sapin-Centre (N.B.), Durham-Sud (Que) 
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and Saint-Jean-Baptiste-de-|'Isie-Verte (Que) 
are examples of populated places with hyphens. 


b) Examples of names of populated places of French 
origin approved without hyphens are Lac la 
Nonne (Alta.), Ste. Amélie (Man.) and Sault Ste. 
Marie (Ont.). 


c) Examples of names with initial unhyphenated 
articles and prepositions are La Coulée (Man.) 
and De Beaujeu (Que. ). 


d) Examples of names with accented upper-case 
letters are Les Eboulements (Que ) and ile-a-la- 
Crosse (Sask.) 


. In French, the generic and specific are not linked by 


hyphens. Examples are Ruisseau Doré (Que.) and 
Monts Deloge (Que). 


. Hyphens are not used in multiple words of non- 


administrative French toponyms, except when 
they are already joined by hyphens as recognized 
expressions. Examples are Ruisseau de la Pointe 
Horse (Que.) but Riviere Brile-Neige (Que.) and 
Anse de Cap-Chat (Que ). 


. InFrench, specific elements with two family names, 


or a given name plus a surname, or names with 
titles require hyphens. Examples are Ruisseau 
Léopold-Caron (Que.) and Pointe Louis-XIV (Que ). 
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UNIFORMITY IN THE SPELLING OF NAMES 


Names of the same origin applying to various service facilities in a 
community should conform in spelling with the official name of the 
community. Names with the same specific for associated features 
should agree in form and spelling. 


NOTES: 
1. In many instances, local consultation has achieved 


conformity between community names and names of 
various facilities. 


a) In the 1960s the police village of Monkland in 
Eastern Ontario was called Monklands by the 
Canadian Pacific Railway and Monckland Station 
by the Post Office Department. A canvass of 
postal patrons in 1966 revealed a preference for 
Monkiand and the CPR agreed to change to the 
same form of the name. 


b) in 1986 the municipality of Saint-Tharcisius in 
Quebec requested a change in the spelling of the 
name of the post office, Saint-Tharsicius, to 
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agree with the municipality's name. The change 
was made in the spring of 1987. 


2. Specifics of names of associated features derived 


from the same source should agree in their form and 

spelling. 

a) As a hypothetical example, if a watercourse has 
the name Sandcherry Creek, the forms Sand 
Cherry Lake and Sand Cherries Cove should 
be avoided for nearby features. 


b) In July 1974, the name Wakwayowkastic River 
in Oniano was respelled Wekweyaukastik River. 


Later, the name Wakwayowkastic Rapids was 
respelled Wekweyaukastik Rapids to conform. 


DUPLICATION 


Where established names are duplicated or are similar in sound or 
spelling, and tend to cause confusion, local assistance will be obtained 
to achieve distinction among them. In giving new names, duplication 
to the extent that confusion may result in a local community should 


be avoided. 


NOTES: 


1. During the first half of the 20th century there was 
considerable concern about duplicating the names 
of populated places in the same province, and of 
duplicating the names of physical features within the 
same general area. Large numbers of features with 
the names Mud Lake, Trout Lake and Long Lake 
were renamed, often with no consultation with the 
local population. 


a) Several names of populated places in Quebec are 
duplicated but it is left to the Commission de 
toponymie and the various service agencies to 
devise their own ways of distinguishing one place 
from another. 


b) New Brunswick has two places called Evangeline; 
Prince Edward Isiand has two places called Baltic; 
Nova Scotia has three places called Brooklyn; 
and Newfoundiand has several populated place 
names duplicated, including Seal Cove and 
Little Harbour. 


c) Duplication of names in western and northern 
Canada is less prevalent, perhaps because there 
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has been a greater concern in naming in the past 
100 years to avoid misdirecting mail and goods. 


In recent years, the principle has been relaxed to 
allow duplication of names of physical and cultural 


features where no local confusion exists. 


Qh 


a) Several common names for physical features 
have been restored. In 1936 the Geographic 
Board of Canada renamed Big Guill Lake in 
Frontenac County, Ont., calling it Clarendon Lake 
after the township in which it is partly located. 
In 1962, the name Big Gull Lake was restored, 
following a request by area residents and resort 
owners. 


b) Near Belleville, Ont., is a community called 
Marysville. Another community with the same 
name is 60 kilometres to the east on Wolfe isiand. 
Wolfe island was approved as the name of the 
unincorporated village until 1977, when the 
Ontario Geographic Names Board approved the 
use of Marysville, while retaining Wolfe Island as 
the postal name. 
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APPENDIX J 


GENERIC TERMINOLOGY 


A geographical name usually includes both a specific and a generic 
element. The generic term in a newly approved geographical name 
should be appropriate to the nature of the feature. its position in the 
name should be dictated by euphony and usage. The generic term will 
be recorded in English or in French, by the nemes authority concerned. 


NOTES: 
1. Generic terms should indicate the type of feature 


being identified. If an area of permanent ice is really 
an “‘icefield” and not a ‘glacier’, ‘‘icefield’’ should 
be approved os the generic element of the name. 
lf a watercourse is smaller than named “‘rivers’’ 
nearby, the use of another term, such as “‘brook”’, 
“creek” or “stream would be more appropriate 
(Appendix 2). 


. Normally, in French, the generic term precedes the 
specific, as in Pointe au Pére (Que.), although 
with some adjectives, the generic may follow, as in 
Le Grand Coteau (Que). 


. In English, the generic normally follows the specific. 
either precede or follow. ‘‘Mount’’ generally precedes 
@ personal name, as in Mount Rundle (Alta.) and 
Mount Caubvick (Nfid.). 


. For transiation in texts, the appropriate generic 
should be used. Equivalent terms in each of Canada’s 
official languages are set out in the new Glossary of 
Generic Terms in Canada's Geographical Names 
(Canadian Permanent Committee on Geographical 
Names and the Transiation Bureau, Department of 
Secretary of State, 1987). This publication also 
provides definitions of generic terms and notes 
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terminology which may have regional use in Canada. 


. Iflong-established names include generic terms that 


do not conform to accept ~4 definitions, the terms will 
uSually be retained by the names authorities, if they 
are commonly used and widely known. 


. Sometimes in the past, a name has been rendered 


bilingual by including both French and English 
generic terms. The use of more than one generic term 
with a name, in a text or on a map, should be avoided. 
Such pivotal forms as Pointe aux Cerises Point or 
Anse a Ferguson Cove are not recommended. 


. Sometimes the specific includes a false generic, such 


as Blue Rocks Island (N.S.) and Chenal de I'ile au 
Cochon (Que.). These forms are quite acceptable, 
the generics in these cases being “‘island’’ and 
“chenal”’. 


. Occasionally a name of native origin has, fused 


within the specific, a generic term that is similar 
in meaning to the French or English generic of 
the toponym. Examples are Mississippi River 
(Ont.), Pekwawinneepi Creek (Man.) and Lac 
Kauskatikakamaw (Que.). Names such as these 
are quite acceptable. 











eee 
APPENDIX J 


PRINCIPLE 13 USE OF QUALIFYING TERMINOLOGY 


Qualifying words may be used to distinguish between two or more similar 
features with identical specific forms. Such words may be derived from 
other local names or features, or may be terms such as ‘upper’, “new. 
however, new names should be distinctive. 


NOTES: 


1. In the Atlantic Provinces rumerous places are 
distinguished by qualifying terms, such as Lower 
Hainesville, Central Hainesville and Upper 
Hainesville in New Brunswick, and Leading Tickles 
South and Leading Tickles West in Newfoundland. 
Lakes and islands are often distinguished by quali- 
fying terms, such as Big Quill Lake and Little Quill 
Lake in Saskatchewan, Cornwallis island anc Little 
Cornwallis island in the Northwest Territories, and 
Lac Marsoui and Petit lac Marsoui in Quebec. 


2. When a specific of aname occurs frequently it is often 
useful to append an area name to the name in use. 


a) White Lake occurs frequently in Eastern Ontario. 
in 1948 one of them was renamed Ashden Lake 
because it was partly in Ashby Township and 
partly in Denbigh Township. As the created name 

_ was not locally accepted. it was renamed Ashby 
White Lake in 1968. 


3. Sometimes when the same community has developed 
in two parts, distinctive names are needed 





a) Altona, Man.., is a village two kilometres north 
of the original settiemert, which is locally and 
officially called Old Altona 


PRINCIPLE 14 NAMES OF SMALL FEATURES 


Except where local and historic usage dictates, the official approval of 
a name of a minor feature should be guided by the relative significance 


of the feature, the familiarity with the name, and the scale of mapping 
available. 


NOTES: 


1. Where features are extremely smail (e.g. a two-metre smal! to have their names officially recognized is 





pillar on a Mountain side), their names are not usually 
adopted for inclusion in gazetteers or for portrayal 
on maps. Such names, however, may be recorded 
aS unapproved names in the National Toponymic 
Data Base (Appendix 2). 


2. In Canad:., the occurrence of features deemed too 





rare. Such named features usually are in rugged 
mountainous terrain. Otherwise, names for virtually 
all features on more level terrain and in Canada’s 
lakes, rivers and other water bodies may be approved 
for official use. Small underwater features, especially 
those deemed to be a danger to safe navigation are 
usually given official names. 
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APPENDICES 


APPENDIX 1 


GUIDELINES FOR 
NAMES OUTSIDE CANADA FOR 
OFFICIAL CANADIAN USE 


In 1982, the Canadian Permanent Committee on 
Geographical Names approved the following guidelines 
for the treatment of names of countries, populated 
places, and political, cyvitural and natural features 
outside Canada, for official use on Canadian maps 
and charts: 


1. Names of sovereign states 


a) to be rendered in English and French forms as 
provided by Canada’s External Affairs Department 
to the Secretariat of the Canadian Permanent 
Committee on Geographical Names. 


2. Populated places in countries outside Canada 
a) to be rendered according to decisions in published 
gazetteers of the names authority in each stave as 
published in romanized form; 
b) if no national gazetteer exists, to be determined 
through consultation of recent atlases and maps 
produced by each state; 


C) if no recent national gazetteers, atlases or maps 
are available, to be determined by the CPCGN 
Secretariat through consultation of other sources 
deemed to reflect forms acceptable to each 
naticnal authority concerned; 

d) to have their traditional English and/or French 
exonyms indicated in brackets in text after the 
national form, or in smaller type in brackets on 
maps, as an option, if the names are deemed to 
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be necessary to identify the places (e.g. Canton 
to accompany Guangzhou). 


3. Names of other features within sovereign states 


a). to be rendered according to decisions in published 
gazetteers of the names authority in each state as 
published in romanized form; 


b) if no national gazetteer exists, to be determined 
through consultation of recent atlases and maps 
produced by each “tate: 

c) if no recent national gazetteers. atlases or maps 
are available, to be determined by the CPCGN 
Secretariat through consultation of other sources 
deemed to reflect forms acceptable to each 
national authority concerned. 


4. Names of features adjacent or common to two or 
more sovereign states 

a) to be rendered in both English and French if the 
map or document is designed for both English 
and French audiences (e.g. English Channel and 
La Manche), 

b) to be rendered in English only if the map or 
document is designed for English readers only 
(e.g. Red Sea only); 

Cc) to be rendered in French only if the map or 
document is designed for French readers only 
(e.g. Mer Rouge only). 
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APPENDIX 2 


GUIDELINES FOR THE APPLICATION OF 
MOUNTAIN NAMES 


in 1985, the Canadian Permanent Committee on 
for the application of names of mountains, and related 
physical features: 


Except where local and historic usage dictates otherwise: 


1. Persons presenting names for mountains and related 
physical features must delineate them on the most 
appropriate scale of map prior to formal submission. 


2. The coordinates of the named feature should be 
applied to the area within the highest contour. Where 
there are clusters of two or more highest contours, so 
that an individual high summit cannot be identified, 
the name should be applied to the highest contour 
enciosing them. Secondary features may be named 





separately provided the density of use and develop- 
ment of the area warrants such naming. 


3. Names of minor features such as wails, gendarmes, 
chimneys, pillars, etc. normally should not be officially 
adopted, although they will be recorded as unapproved 
names in the National Toponymic Data Base. 


4. The generic should be appropriate to the shape of 
the feature e.g. tower, spire, peak, ddme, chainon, 
butte, etc. 


5. In English, the generic “mount” usually precedes the 
specific when such a feature is named for a person. 


6. Piural forms, such as “peaks”, should be avoided, 
unless it is impractical to do So. 
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APPENDIX 3 


OFFICIAL LANGUAGES AND GEOGRAPHICAL NAMES ON 
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT MAPS 


Purpose 


To set out guidelines on the use of the official languages 


in Canadian geographical names on federal government 
maps and charts. 


Applicaiion 


These guidelines apply to all departments and agencies 
in Part | of Schedule | of the Public Service Relations 
Act. as well as Crown Corporations listed in Schedules 
B' and ‘C’ of the Financial Administration Act. 


Introduction 


The guidelines flow from a number of major considera- 
tions. First, of course, are the provisions of the Official 
Languages Act and the Canadian Charter of Rights 
and Freedoms. Government policy must therefore 
ensure that members of bcth official language groups 
using federal maps and charts have their needs met in 
a consistent manner. The use of names on federal maps 
and charts 1s also an important element in creating a 
national! image, one that portrays Canada as a country 
whose heritage 1s shared by members of both official 
language groups. 


Names on federal maps ought generally to coniorm to 
the names found in legal documents, on highway signs. 
etc., that 1s, the names chosen by provincial authorities 
in their territones, and by federal authorities in arees 
under their jurisdiction. in addition, the names of cities. 
towns and municipalities that have been incorporated 
provincially have a legal status which should be 
recognized. The federal policy approaci: must finally 
take into account the requirements fv effective and 
cost-efficient presentation of information on maps. 
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Treasury Board Circular No. 1983-58 
November 23, 1983 


Present naming practices in Canada recognize the 
official languages to some extent. however, current 
federal maps do not consistently show both the English 
and French names of major Canadian geographical 
entities. Guidelines on official languages and geo- 
graphical names which achieve this goal and meet the 
requirements discussed above have been developed 
following consultation with the Canadian Permanent 
Committee on Geographical Names, composed of 
representatives trom the ten provinces. the two territones. 
and the major federal institutions concerned, inciuding 
the Translation Bureau. 


For purposes of these guidelines, geographical entities 
of pan-Canadian significance with well-known forms in 
largest entities in and around Canada, as well as those 
with national historical significance. These names are 
considered part of the Canadian national heritage. 


The guidelines refer only to federal government maps 
and charts. Regarding the related question of the use of 
geographical names in prose texts, it is to be noted that 
inquiries Concerning the treatment of such names in 
texts in the other official language should continue to be 
addressed to the Translation Bureau's Terminological 
information Service (997-4363). 


Guidelines 


1. These quidelines come into force immediately for new 
maps; for maps now in print or being printed, they are 
to be implemented when other revisions Gre required. 














2. Names of geoyraphical entities of pan-Canadian 


significance having well-known forms in both official 
languages nave been established by the President of 
the Treasury Board on the recommendation of the 
Canadian Permanent Committee on Geographical 
Names. and are listed in the appended Schedule. 
They are to appear in both thew forms on a bilingual 
map, or, in the case of separate English and French 
versions of a map, in the form appropriate to the 
language of the map. 


. All other geographical names. including the names 
of cities, towns and municipalities which have been 
incorporated provincially, are to appear on federal 
government maps in the forms adopted by the provin- 
cial or federal authorities in whose jurisdiction 
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the entities le: as far as federal wmstitutions are 
concerned. such names are authorized for official 
use by the Canadian Permanent Committee on 


Geograpr cai Names. 


Existing official language poles rejarding pubk.ned 
materials continue to apply (see Administrative 
Circular 1982-58) Consequently. among other 
requirements, maps are to be available in both official 
languages if they are for use by members of Doth 
official language groups; for bilingual maps. all 
information contained in titles, legends, explanatory 
notes and descriptive labels is to be displayed in 
both official languages: the quality of the content 
and of the format is to be the sane in both versions. 
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Cxnadian Permanent Committee 
on Geographical Names 
Energy, Mines and Resources Canada 


inquiries concerning other aspects of these 
guidelines may be directed to: 


NAMES OF PAN-CANADIAN SIGNIFICANCE 


Abitibi, Lake / Lac Abitibi 

Anticosti Isiand / ile dAnticost 
Appalachian Mountains / Les Appalaches 
Arctic Ocean / Océan Arctique 

Athabasca. Lake / Lac Athabasca 
Athabasca River / Riwere Athabasca 
Atlantic Ocean / Océan Atlantique 


Cabot Strait / Détroit de Cadot 

Cape Breton Island / lie du Cap-Breton 
Chaleur Bay / Baie des Chaleurs 
Champlain, Lake / Lac Champlain 

Churchill River (Man) / Riviere Churchill (Man | 
Churchill River (Nfid.) / Fleuve Churchull (T -N) 
Coast Mountains / Chaine Cétiére 


Columbia River / Fleuve Columbia 
Baf*in Bay / Baie de Baffin 


Baffin island / ile de Baffin 

Beaufort Sea / Mer de Geautort 

Belle isie, Strait of / Détroit de Belle isie 
British Columbia / Colombie-Britannique 


Davis Strait / Détroit de Davis 


Ellesmere Isiand / ile d Ellesmere 
Erie, Lake / Lac Erié 


for 








Franklin. District of / District de Frankiin 
Fraser River / Fieuve Fraser 
Fundy, Bay of / Baie de Fundy 


Georgian Bay / Bare Georgrenne 
Great Bear Lake / Grana lac de |'Ours 
Great Slave Lake / Grand lac des Esciaves 


Hudson Bay / Baie d Hudson 
Hudson Strait / Détrowt d Hudson 
Huron, Lake / Lac Huron 


James Bay / Bare James 
Keewatin, District of / District de Keewatin 


Labrador Sea / Mer du Labrador 
Laurentian Mouritains / Les Laurentides 


Mackenzie, District of / District de Mackenzie 
Mackenzie River / Fleuve Mackenzie 
Manitoba. Lake / Lac Manitoba 


Michigan. Lake / Lac Michigan (not actually in Canada) 


Nipissing, Lake / Lac Nipissing 

North Saskatchewan River / Rivere Saskatchewan Nord 
Northumberiand Strait / Détron Ge Northumberiand 
Northwest Territories / Territones du Nord-Ouest 
Nova Scotia / Nouvetie-Ecosse 


Ontario, \.ake / Lac Ontario 
Ottawa Fiver / Riviere des Outaouais 
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Pacific Ocean / Ocean Pacifique 
Peace River / Riviere de la Paix 
Prince Ecwarc Isiana / lie-au-Prince-Ecourra 


Quebec / Quebec (province) 
Queen Charlotte isiands / lies de |a Reine-Chariotte 
Queen Elizabeth Isiands / tiles de |a Rewne-Eusabetn 


Rainy Lake / Lac ¢ la Pluie 
Rainy River / Riviere a la Pluie 
Red River / Rivere Rouge 


Restigouche River / Riviere Ristgoucne 


Rocky Mountains / Montagnes Rocheuses 


Sabie Isiand / lie de Sable 
Saguenay River / Riviere Saguenay 

St. Clair, Lake / Lac Sainte-Ciaire 

Saint Jonn River / Rimere Saint-Jean 

St. Lawrence, Gulf of / Golie du Sarnt-Laurent 

St. Lawrence River / Fleuve Saint-Laurent 
Saskatchewan River / Riviere Saskatchewan 

South Saskatchewan River / Rivere Saskatchewan Sud 
Superior, Lake / Lac Superieur 


Timiskaming, Lake / Lac Témisc.amingue 
Ungava Bay / Baie d'Ungava 


Vancouver Isiand / ile de Vancouver 


Winnipeg, Lake / Lac Winnipeg 


Winnipegosis, Lake / Lac Winnipegosis 
Winnipeg River / Riviere Winnipeg 


Woods, Lake of the / Lac des Bors 


Yukon River / Fleuve Yukon 
Yukon Territory / Territoire du Yukon 


GENERAL PROCEDURES 


1. HOW TO PROPOSE A NEW NAME OR A NAME CHANGE 








Except in unusual circumstances neither the Committee 
nor the provinciaiferntonal names 2uthoribes themselves 
initiate naming. Most new names approved are received 
from the general public and from organizations 


Individuals or organizations Contemplating a publi- 
Cation including geographical names whicn are not 
yet officiad, should submit proposals well in advance 
of publication dates. The consideration of new names 
may require considerable t-me, particularly when 
local investigation is required. The publication of 
unauthorized names will not necessa‘iy result in 


their official recognition 


New proposais should br 
features 


af geographical 
Aos 





The foliewing information will facilitate prompt 
GecisiOns. 


(a) reason for proposal. 

(b) location by latitude and longitude. ether 
geographic coordinates or Universal Transverse 
Mercator grid Coordinates. 

(c) identification on a map indicating precise extent. 

(d) photographs or sketches. 

(e) ongin and meaning of name proposed 


Reliable. preferably documented. information 
concerning corrections in the use. spelling or applica- 
tion of toporyms on maps and charts, and in orher 
publications is welcomed 


BEST COPY Avy os. 
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Geographic Board Canadian Permanent Committee on Chair - ADM/EMR 
of Canada Geographical Names (CPCGN) Members - federal, 
1897 1961 provincial, territorial 
Responsible for policies and procedures on 
geographical nomenclature affecting 
Canada 
TOPONYMY | “#2base a CPCGN 
SECTION SECRETARIAT 
maintenance toponyms . 
Names compilation for: NATIONAL TOPONYMIC Respond to toponymic 
¢ NTS maps DATA BASE enquiries 
¢ 1:2 000 000 bases ~ 400 000 name records 
* special maps 











e.g. National Parks 


[ 








Toponymy data distribution 
and transfer to/from govern- 
ment industry, private sector 
* printouts 

* magnetic tapes 

¢ diskettes 





| 





Publications 
Gazetteer of Canada series 
(hard copy and microfiche) 
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¢ Updating names base maps and 
historical names data 


¢ Coordination of national and inter- 
national programme 


¢ CPCGN and advisory committees 


¢ Support UN names standardization 
programmes 


* Publications/publicity CANOMA & 
info pamphlets 


¢ Addressing national/international 
names concerns 
e.g. recognition of native names 
French/English usage 
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Introduction 





This manual is a guide to the survey and study of 
geographical names, especially their usages and 
applications. Not only is it intended for persons 
specifically employed by government agencies, commis- 
sions and boards in the recording of geographical 
names, who normally are relied upon to provide 
information on the official status, linguistic and 
orthographic form of such names, but it is also 
designed to be useful as a reference work for land 
surveyors, hydrographers, geologists, ecologists and 
others whose work also brings them into close contact 
with particular areas, their waters, topography and 
communities familiar with the names given to and 
respected for local lakes, rivers, hills, islands, valleys 
and populated places. 


Such a manual will prove to be of special interest and 
value to those whose official positions, occupations, 
and particular fields of research qualify them as local 
authorities possessing a special knowledge of geo- 
graphical names. The official and systematic study of 
such information is proving to be more and more 
important as a vital part of the work of recording this 
component of our common cultural-linguistic heritage, 
including its promulgation as official standardized 
names for populated places and geographical features. 
Official names are used in both the public and private 
sectors. Government's role in this work is essential if 
this element of and monument to our national identity 
and history is to survive. This manual is the 
culmination of efforts on the part of experienced and 
dedicated geographical names authorities in Québec 
and Ontario, custodians of the legacy of geoerspnical 
names inherited from what used to be the 19th century 
province of Canada and earlier Nouvelle France, 
whose objective it was, and remains, that this unique 
facet of our common cultural heritage does indeed 
remain with us. 


Names given, in the course of time, to topographical 
features and populated places have always represented 
a vital part of the information contained in and 
provided by our official maps, charts and gazetteers. A 
roadmap, hydrographic chart or topographic map 
devoid and bereft of geographical names would 
present a puzzling document indeed, not unlike a 
hypothetical digitized telephone directory without 
names for people, companies, streets, avenues, squares 
or populated places. The familiar guideposts which 
one instinctively looks for on picking up such a 
reference would be entirely missing, It is, therefore, 
quite essential that the names depicted on our maps 
and related documents correspond as nearly as 
possible, in written form and pronunciation, with those 
used bv residents of the areas in question. A traveller 
naturally wants the names shown on his map to be the 
same as those indicated on signposts and spoken by 
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persons in a given region when asking directions, or 
using his map to find his way to where he wants to go 
and get back to where he came from. 


Even among persons who know an area weil, local 
names remain the commonly used references in 
informal discourse concerning places and features. In 
the vast reaches of the uninhabited North, names of 
lakes, islands, rivers and even surveyors’ lines serve as 
the essential geographical references and landmarks in 
the absence of populated places. In settled parts of 
Canada it is the names of hamiets, summer 
communities, villages and towns together with other 
populated places which are normally the important 
Cartographic reference points. 


Even beyond everyday use in such publications as 
roadmaps, hydrographic charts, train, bus, ferry and 
airline timetables, geographical names represent and 
form part of the basic geographical reference to an 
area's historical and cultural-linguistic heritage, and 
serve as a lasting memorial to its ethnographic past 
and demographic present. They testify to the 
character, sense of purpose and beliefs of a regions’s 
pioneers, explorers, miss;onaries and more recent 
community leaders, builders and developers. Names 
often enshrine the hopes and aspirations, some of 
which history records as fulfilled, some not, of our first 
settlers. Many names recall their hardships, their 
tragedies and their heroes. 


Some did not survive the passage of time, having given 
way to the forces of bureaucratic and political 
precedence. not to mention demographic and linguistic 
change. However, even where official changes have 
been arbitrarily made, very often the local names will 
remain in use among the local communiiies, coming to 
light years later as a result of a toponymic survey, with 
submissions made to the appropriate names authority, 
and recommendations made for restoration of the 
again to the official record. 


The role of a geographical names authority is one of 
registrar of toponymic data and arbiter in matters 
concerning names and information on their local usage 
and application. Geographical names are different- 
iated on the basis of those which apply to topographic, 
hydrographic and other natural features and those 
which designate populated places, of which the 
incorporated variety have names set by statute. Names 
authorities provide advice on the selection of such 
names and maintain records of all such municipal 
decisions and amendments to those decisions, 
especially respecting boundaries, made by the 
municipalities as their populations grow and the need 
for amalgamation or redefinition of political 














boundaries 1s deemed necessary. 


The secretariats of Québec’s and Ontario's names 
authorities maintain files on name locations, histories, 
status, derivations and, where appropriate, parallel or 
recogmized alternate forms and meanings and local 
pronunciations, etc. within their respective areas as 
recorded, compiled and processed over the years. 
Such documentation ts maintained by official authority 
to provide up-to-date information for government, 
private map and atlas publishers, journalists, writers, 
librarians, universities and all who require accurate 
and official data on geographical nomenclature and 
what it applies to. 


At present Ontario and Québec maintain official 
records on approximately 450,000 geographical names, 
with every indication that there may be many more in 
the oral tradition yet to be recorded for entry into the 
respective provincial data base. It is essential that such 
data be kept up-to-date to be in step with the needs of 
users in the public and private sectors, particularly in 
the area of contemporary digitized mapping and 
automated data-bases. In response to mounting 
demands for realistic guidelines consistent with 
contemporary needs, especially in policy fields affecting 
language treatment, Québec and Ontario have 
produced a number of publications which address such 
themes aS naming principles and procedures; official 
and unofficial usage; univocity in multilingual 
environments and the methodology of names surveys 
in the field. Also addressed is the rationale for 
according linguistic priorities in official name 
treatment. Two publications of particular significance 
in this regard deserve special mention. 


In 1965 Québec geographer and toponymist, 
Jean Poirier, at that time secrétaire to the Commission 
de Géographie du Québec (1912 - 1977), published his 
‘Toponymie. Méthode denquéte’ (Presses de 
l'Université Laval). The work provides an overview of 
the documentary, scientific and technical ramifications 
of toponymy <* a discipline. Toponymy is defined as 
the technical term for the systematic (sometimes 
etymological) study of the geographical names of a 
region. M. Poirier argues convincingly for the field 
intermew and survey over the office-based 
investigation as the most trustworthy means of 
obtaining accurate data on name usage, variants, 
alternate or parallel forms and application (in terms of 
features named) for a given area. 


The author identifies the qualities which he believes go 
into the making of the successful field toponymist. He 
identifies other qualities to be looked for in the 
informants on whom the toponymist must depend for 
the sought for field information. M. Poirier outlines 
and describes the various categories of toponym data 
which he argues for recording in the field and 
inclusion in the official record. 


The second publication of note is that of the 
Secretariat of the Ontario Geographic Names Board 
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published in 1977 by the Ontario Ministry of Natural 
Resources. Now out of print, the work is entitled 
‘Naming Ontario: A Guide to the Collection of 
Geographic Names.” The OGNB Secretariat at that 
time was made up of carto-toponymists: W.H. Chan: 
D.K Cunningham; PJ. Roulston; A.T.Shaw and 
M.B. Smart. In addition to being a guide. the work is a 
methodology tor the official treatment of toponymuic 
information. As such it addresses the perceived needs 
of Ontario government personnel in the North who 
live close to the resources and in the areas which they 
manage and administer, and for whom accurate and 
Official geographical names, and associated 
information, are vital to effective management and 
administration; thus according a priority to its timely 
processing by the Board. 


The Ontario field manual underscores the importance 
of carefully researching existing documentation on a 
given survey area before actual work its undertaken in 
the field. As outlined in Jean Poirier'’s 1965 
publication, the 1977 work defines the qualifications to 
be looked for in informants in obtaining information 
on local name usage and application. 


The new manual is a translation and adaptation of the 
1986 publication by Héléne Hudon published by the 
Commisssion de toponymie du Quebec under the title 


Geographic Names Board chairman, Louis M. Sebert. 
Editorial assistance was generously provided by 
Henri Dorion and Jean Poirier of the Commission de 
toponymie and the English language adaptation of the 
1986 Québec manual went to press in 1987 in time to 
be included in the Canadian exhibit at the Fifth United 
Nations Conference on the Standardization of 
Geographical Names in Montréal, 18 - 31 August. 


We are confident that the Québec-Ontario ¢ cument 
will be well recerved throughout North America 
wherever geographical names are recorded for use by 
government, or the subject of research on the part of 


those who perceive toponymy as a vital component of 
our common linguistic and cultural heritage. 


Michael B. Smart, Executive Secretary 
Ontario Geographic Names Board 
Ministry of Natural Resources 
Queen's Park, Toronto 
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CHAPTER 335 
Ontario Geographic Names Board Act 


1. In this Act, lnverpre- 


(a) “Board” means The Ontario Geographic Names 
Board; 


(b) ‘‘Minister’’ means the Minister of Natural Resources. 
R.S.O. 1970, c. 314, s. 1; 1972, c. 4, s. 12. 


2.—(1) The Ontario Geographic Names Board is continued. Board 


continued 


(2) The Board shall be composed of the Surveyor General, Membership 
a secretary appointed by the Minister, and five other Board 
members appointed by the Lieutenant Governor in Council. 


(3) The Minister may appoint one of the mem/:rs of the ©>#!rmas 
Board as chairman and one as vice-chairman. 


(4) The members of the Board shall receive such remunera- Remunere- 
tion and expenses as the Lieutenant Governor in Council 


may determine. R.S.O. 1970, c. 314, s. 2. 


3.—(1) The Board shall meet at such times and places as Meetines 
the chairman appoints and the chairman shall appoint a time 
and place for a meeting on the request of three members. 


(2) Four members constitute a quorum at any meeting of @#°re™ 
the Board. 


(3) Except as provided in subsections (4) and (5), the chairman Duty of 
shall preside at all meetings of the Board. — 


(4) In the absence of the chairman and subject to subsection (5), —_ of 
the vice-chairman shall preside at meetings of the Board. chaiomen 


(5) In the absence of the chairman and the vice-chairman Tomeccary 
from a meeting, the Board may appoint a member as 
temporary Chairman to presiae at tne meeting. 
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(6) The secretary shall, 


: 


(a) keep a record of all proceedings of the Board; 
(6) conduct the correspondence of the Board; and 
(c) perform such other duties as the Board may direct. 


pa (7) In the absence of the secretary, the Board may appoint 
a member to act pro tempore as secretary. R.S.O. 1970, 
c. 314, s. 3 (1-7). 


Ne (8) The Board shall, 


(a) gather, collate and record information respecting 
names of places and geographical features within 
Ontar io; 


(6) consult with and advise government ministries and 
agencies, municipalities, railway companies and other 
bodies or persons concerned with the selection of place 
names on the suitability of proposed names for 
places and geographical features; 


(c) consider and make recommendations respecting any 
proposed change in the name of any place or geograph- 
ical feature already in use that may be duplicated 
by or be similar to any established name of a place or 
geographical feature or that for any other reason may 
be deemed or be represented to be inappropriate 
to the place or geographical feature to which it is 
applied; 


(d) collaborate with the Canadian Permanent Committee 
on Geographical Names respecting the selection of 
new geographical names, the elimination of alterna. 
tive or duplicated names, the correct or preferred 
spelling of established names and such other matters 
respecting geographical names as may be of concern 
to the Board or the Committee; 


(¢) supply information regarding geographical names to 
government ministries and agencies, cartographers, 
publishers, and any other persons engaged in the 
preparation of maps or other publications intended 
for official or public use; and , 


(f) recommend to the Minister for approval the names 
of geographical features. R.S.O. 1970, c. 314,s. 3 (8); 
1972, c. 1,5. 2. 
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Sec. 5 ONTARIO GEOGRAPHIC NAMES BOARD Chap. 335 939 


4.—(1) The Minister may approve a name recommended by Ofcis! 
the Board for a geographical feature 


(2) A name approved under subsection (1) shall be used by all Approved 
government ministries and agencies in the preparation of le 
maps and other publications. R.S.O. 1970, c. 314, s. 4; 1972, 


Bey! 


5. No statute, regulation, order, contract, summons, in- Statutes 
formation, writ or other document affecting legal rights shall affected 
be deemed to be invalid merely by reason of the use of a name 
of a geographical feature that has not been approved by the 
Minister under section 4. R.S.O. 1970, c. 314, s. 5. 


113 








APPENDIX M 


WESTERN GEOGRAPHIC NAMES COUNCIL 
BYLAWS 
JANUARY 1983 


PURPOSE 





The Western States Geographic Nemes Council is hereby 
established as a forum whose purposes shall be: 


1. to preserve and protect geographic names as evidence of 
our unique cultural heritage, 


2. to promote standardization of procedures for dealing 
with geographic names in order to save soney ast all levels 
of government and in the private sector, 


3. to ig@prove availability of names information to the 
public, government agencies, business, and others, 


4. to co-sponsor an annual conference with a member state 
on a subject pertinent to geographic names in the West. 


MEMBERSHIP 
Membership of the Western Geographic Names Council shell be: 
1. One member and deputy from each state geographic nemes 


authority or recognized coordinator representing the 
following states: 


Alaska Nevada 
Arizona New Mexico 
California Oregon 
Colorado Texas 
Hawaii Utah 
Idaho Washington 
Montana Wyoming 


2. Chairman of the Domestic Names Committee of the U.S. 
Board on Geographic Names, 


3. Director of the Place-Name Survey of the United States. 
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FUNCTIONS 


The Council shall be the policy and administrative part of 
the organizetion and will appoint an executive secretary, be 
responsible for continuing an annual Conference, and implement 
reccamendations sade by the Conference. 


OFFICERS 


The Chair of the Council shall be the representative from 
the member state hosting the next Annual Conference. The host 
state will be chosen by the Council at the previous Conference 
and shall begin duties at that time. 


The Executive Secretary shall be appointed by the Council 
and the position will be held until a new appointment is made. 
The Executive Secretary will be responsibile for the continuity 
of Council functions, Council sinutes, on & periodic 
newsletter, and other duties assigned by the Council. 


WESTERN GEOGRAPHIC NAMES CONFERENCE 
PURPOSE 


The Conference provides the primary forum for the 
interchange of information, the discussion of policy 
matters, the resolving of problems that say arise between 
member states or between member states and federal agencies. 


MEMBERSHIP 


Membership in the CONFERENCE will consist of Council 

members present or represented by a deputy, sembers of the 

Federal Advisory Group, sembers of the International 

Advisory Group, other persons representing interested 
roups, individuals having an interest who pay the 
nference registration fee. 


OFFICERS 

The Chair of the Council and host for the Conference will 

be CHAIRMAN of the Conference; the Executive Secretary of 

the Council will be the SECRETARY of the Conference. 
FEDERAL ADVISORY GROUP 

MEMBERSHIP 

Membership will be one (1) designated person from each of 


the U. S. Geological Survey's two mapping centers in the 
the region (Western Mapping Center and Rocky Mounteir 
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Mspping Center); one (1) designated person from each of the 
six U.S. Forest Service Regions located in the fourteen 
(14) wember stetes; one (1) designated person from each <* 
the fourteen sember state offices and two (2) persons 
designated by the National Park Service. The group shell 
choose its own officers. 





FUNCTION 


The Federal Advisory Group shall act as lisison between the 
Council and Conference and the sap producing federal 
agencies; shall offer technical assistance to state 
agencies relative to same collection and cartographic 
techniques; shall advise Council and Conference relative to 
federal cartographic and other needs. 


INTERNATIONAL ADVISORY GROUP 
MEMBERSHIP 


Membership will be one (1) pecoen from each province or 
state outside the borders of the United States and one (1) 
person representing the national or federal government from 
each country. The group shall choose its own officers. 


FUNCTION 


The International Advisory Group shall act to advise the 
Conference and Council es to geographic name policy in 
their respective countries/states or provinces; help 
resolve problems that may transcend international 
boundaries and assist in broadening the Conference 
perspectives relating to geographic names. 
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